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That Mormonism could originate and exist in the nineteenth 
century, is a disgrace to human nature; and that it could spring 
up and gain a foothold among a people so enlightened as the 
people of the United States claim to be, is an anomaly for which 
the future historian may perhaps be able to account. 

We refer to Mormonism, not as a creed or system of religion; 
like all human creeds, it doubtless has its good and its bad; 
which is the good and which is the bad, it is not our purpose to 
inquire. But that an ignorant and worthless young man could 
take a few little brass plates into his rusty hat, and peering at 
them through his darkened hands, make people believe that he 
was reading therefrom mysterious revelations from heaven, of 
vast concern to the human race, is of itself a mystery. And 
having made some as worthless as himself believe, or pretend to 
believe; that he could have gone on, emboldened by success, and 
by the utterance of the most silly twaddle and outrageous blas- 
phemy, gathered together apparently sensible and honest peo- 
ple, who looked up to him as an inspired leader and prophet of 
God, is also a fact of human conduct hard to explain. 

But as the followers increased, in numbers, and the pretended 
prophet found he was gaining power, men of brains joined them-. 
selves to his fortunes, and systematic efforts to establish a sect 
began, and a creed was gradually developed. It had its birth 
and incipient growth in New York; it gained strength in northern 
Ohio; it increased to considerable magnitude in western Mis- 
souri. But there it was broken and weakened in its conflict with 
the people and authorities ; and when the little band of Latter-Day 
Saints (as they now called themselves) landed in Illinois in the 
winter and spring of 1839, they were poor and disheartened, and 
many of them objects of charity. They crossed the Mississippi 
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at Quincy, where they received much sympathy and material aid 
from the people; and afterwards, as they passed on into Hancock, 
the same kindness and consideration was extended to them. Their 
prophet and leader was in durance at Liberty, Missouri, and 
their chief men scattered as refugees. Such was Mormonism 
when it first became a reality to the people of Hancock County 
and the state of Illinois. 

It will not be our purpose in these sketches to give a connected 
history of the Mormon period in Hancock County. We have not 
the documents at hand to enable us to do so, and the trouble of 
collecting them cannot be undertaken now. 


In the beginning of the year 1839, when the Mormons first 
made their appearance in the county, there was a little village on 
the river shore, where Nauvoo now stands, called Commerce. 
Below was the farm of Hugh White, a river pilot and an old 
settler; out northeast on the hill, where the Temple was since 
built, was the farm of Daniel H. Wells, another old settler, who, 
after feathering his nest by the sale of lands to the newcomers, 
joined the church, and finally left with them for Salt Lake, and 
has since become a leader high in authority among them. 


Alongside the village of Commerce lay the lots and squares, 
and streets and parks, of Commerce City, a paper town, which 
a year or two before had been ushered into existence by a couple 
of Yankees from Connecticut. This was the handsomest city we 
have seen in the West—on paper. Beautiful stores, colleges and 
universities, and broad avenues and parks, were lithographed, 
and shown to the astonished world as the beginnings of the future 
city. 

Opposite, in Wisconsin Territory, lay the barracks of the old 
Fort Des Moines, then a year or two vacated by the United States 
Dragoons, and occupied by a few settlers. Here the New York 
Land Company had its office and its agents. 

Such was the state of affairs when the Mormons first set foot in 
Hancock County. Their object in coming hither was to settle the 
Half-breed lands, to which their Prophet’s attention had been 
directed. But for some reason the negotiation failed, and they 
remained in Hancock. The Prophet, Smith, was then in jail at 
Liberty, Missouri, but he soon appeared among them, and at once 
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began operations for planting a new “stake,” and gathering his 
followers around him. 

In September the city of Nauvoo was laid out and named, its 
proprietors being Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, Sidney Rigdon 
and George W. Robinson. Afterwards, to May, 1843, as many as 
fifteen additions were made to it by different parties, including 
that of D. H. Wells, embracing part of his farm. The whole of 
the two farms named, with much additional land, was finally 
included in the limits of the city. 

The scattered Saints from Missouri, Ohio, and the remnant 
back in New York, were summoned by revelation, and flocked to 
this new Land of Promise. <A paper, called The Times and 
Seasons, was started by Ebenezer Robinson and Don Carlos 
Smith, a younger brother of the Prophet, with materials saved 
from the wreck in Missouri. Revelations, under the sanction of 
“Thus saith the Lord,’ were promulgated in profusion. The 
church was reorganized; tithes levied and collected, and the ap- 
pliances and machinery for proselyting actively set at work. 


SKETCHES OF THE MORMON ERA, NO. 2 
Vou. I, No 6, OcrosEr, 1873 
In presenting these imperfect and disconnected sketches of 
the Mormon history of the county, we shall not pretend to claim 
that all the wrong was perpetrated by the Mormons, and that the 
old citizens were invariably in the right. Far from it. It would 
be futile and idle to attempt this. On the contrary, it is well 
known by all conversant with the history of that turbulent period, 


. that there was much wrong committed on both sides. Many of 


the active participants in those troubles are yet on the stage of 
action, in this and other counties and they can still bear witness 


-as to the correctness of any statement we might make. 


The Mormon sojourn in Hancock County extended over a pe- 
riod of about seven years. . During that time they increased its 
population probably over 15,000 souls; though here as elsewhere, 
and now at Salt Lake, their numbers were always overestimated. 
By the census of 1840 the population of the county was 10,025, 
of which perhaps 1,000 were Mormons; by the return of 1845 
it is shown to have increased to 22,559.. Of this number 11,036 
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were at Nauvoo. In 1846, the year of their departure, a fair 
estimate would give to that city a population of 12,000 or 13,000, 
with 2,000 or 3,000 located at other points in the county, making 
up a total Mormon population of about 15,000. 

The first great wrong perpetrated by the old citizens, in their 
intercourse with the Mormon Prophet, was participated in by 
members of both the great political parties alike. The presi- 
dential election of 1840, with Martin Van Buren and General 
Harrison for candidates, was one of the most exciting in the his- 
tory of the country. In this county the Whig party was sup- 
posed to be in the ascendency. As quite a number of Mormons 
would be voters at the approaching election, it was evident that 
if they voted under the dictation of their leader, they held the 
balance of power, and it was correctly judged that he would thus 
instruct them. Hence it became a matter of great moment to 
the opposing candidates that the favor of the Prophet should be 
secured. 


Martin Hopkins, Esq., of Fountain Green, was the Whig can- 
didate for representative, and Malcolm McGregor, Esq., of War- 
saw, was the Democratic candidate. But it became known that 
for some reason Mr. Hopkins was objectionable to the Prophet, 
and such was the sycophancy of the times, that he was choked off 
the ticket by the wireworkers of the party, and Dr. John F. 
Charles, of Carthage, a gentleman against whom the Mormon 
leader was not known to have any grudge, substituted. 


Smith, in this way being made aware of his power, determined 
to use it to his own advantage. So, during the canvass, in his 
Sunday orations at Nauvoo (preaching the Gospel, he and his 
friends called it) he would dally first with one party then with 
the other, alternately exciting the hopes and fears of the syco- 
phants who crowded to hear him. 

The election came and the Mormon vote was thrown mainly 
for the Whig candidates, electing their whole county ticket, and 
giving the Whig electoral ticket about 700 majority. Mr. Abra- 
ham Lincoln, who was on the Whig electoral ticket for this dis- 
trict, being like Hopkins, in some way distasteful to the Prophet, 
was scratched by about 200 voters, and Judge Ralston, the Demo- 
cratic candidate, substituted. 
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Thus the Prophet, partly through the subserviency of party 
leaders, gradually obtained an influence which finally overleaped 
the limits of the county, and was felt in the councils of the state. 
No wonder that he became ambitious, arrogant and dictatorial. 
No wonder that he used his power to his own aggrandizement 
and that of his people. Disregarding the practical lessons taught 
him in Ohio, and more recently in Missouri, by the same course 
of conduct, he was vain enough to believe he could make his own 
pleasure the law, not only for his deluded followers, but for the 
Gentiles around him. 

The next winter the state legislature held its session, and the 
two political parties vied with each other in conferring favors 
on the Mormons. 

Dr. John C. Bennett, a physician from the eastern part of 
the state, about this time was appointed quartermaster-general 
of the state by Governor Carlin. Joining the new church, he 
came and settled at Nauvoo, and for some time was one of Smith’s 
most actvie, ambitious and unscrupulous confederates. 

On the 3rd of February, 1841, the city of Nauvoo was organ- 
ized with great pomp and ceremony, under its charter obtained 
from the legislature. Dr. Bennett was its first mayor. The 
Nauvoo Legion, a military company, also just chartered by the 
legislature, was organized about the same time, with the Prophet 
at its head, as lieutenant-general, a title unknown to our mili- 
tary system, and Dr. Bennett as its major-general. 

Thus was set going at Nauvoo, if not with unusual and dan- 
gerous powers, at least under unusual circumstances, two engines 
capable of wielding a powerful influence, an influence which was 
subsequently wielded and felt throughout the county and state. 


BURNING OF THE NAUVOO TEMPLE 
Vot. I, No. 6, OcrosEr,. 1873 


The Nauvoo Mormon Temple, if not one of the wonders of the 
world, was a great wonder to the surrounding country, and to 
many it was a source of apprehension. It was a curiosity, con- 
structed after no known order of architecture. It resembled no 
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building in the world, and least of all did it resemble a Chris- 
tian church, intended for Christian worship. Its size, although 
too large, was not immense, being 120 feet long by 80 in breadth, 
and about 60 feet in height. It was constructed of the lime- 
stone of the country, the outside of which was neatly cut and 
polished. The cost of the building was said by the Mormons to 
be $1,250,000, really a startling amount for poor people living in 
shanties to invest in one place of worship. Only the basement 
and audience room had been finished. There was nothing gor- 
geous or attractive in its finish. A plain country church would 
rival it in that respect. When the Mormons had determined to 
leaye the country, they found the Temple to be a very heavy 
elephant on their hands. In it was invested all their surplus 
labor and cash for years. And to turn the same-into cash they 
found to be a most difficult task. The building was constructed 
for the sole purpose of their peculiar worship; and if adapted to 
that was certainly suited to nothing else. No church organiza- 
tion would likely invest in it for various reasons; one important 
one being that few congregations were able to pay the sum of 
$200,000, the price asked, for a place of worship, whilst a more 
suitable building for such a purpose could be erected for a sum 
comparatively insignificant. Who, by the way, would want a 
church five stories high? Nobody, certainly, but a Mormon. 


It was no better adapted for the purposes of a college or 
university. ‘Ilo remodel the anamolous structure, and render it 
suitable for such a purpose, would have involved a greater ex- 


penditure than to have erected a new building designed for an 
educational institution. 


The consequence was that no person or society wished to pur- 
chase a building which could not be successfully used afterwards, 
and the ‘Temple for two years after the Mormon hegira, stood as 
a monument to the insane folly and fanaticism of the oppressed 
and ignorant people whose labor and treasures had erected it. 
In the meantime a great many unreflecting people began to think 
the Mormons were not acting in good faith; that they had no 
intention of disposing of the building; that the Temple was to 
be retained as a sort of nucleus around which the Mormons were 
to be again gathered, to the great annoyance of the surrounding 
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country, whose people had already concluded they had seen 
enough of Mormonism. ‘To give point to these apprehensions, it 
was alleged that some prominent and most obnoxious Mormons, 
who had been absent, were now seen prowling around Nauvoo. 
Amongst others, it was stated that William Pickett, the most 
noisy and demonstrative of all the Mormons, as well as the most 
capable and influential, was advancing to repossess the city. 
These rumors caused much excitement and alarm. Public meet- 
ings were called and the matter fully discussed on both sides. 


It must be observed that but few Mormon families remained 
in Nauvoo, and these few were in charge of the Mormon property 
still remaining unsold. At the time of which we speak, all this 
property had already been disposed of with the exception of the 
Temple, which we have seen, was not by any means a property 
readily sold. Yet that effort was made by the Mormon agents 
to dispose of the same is undeniable. In fact it was their interest 
to sell, as the handling of the money and their commissions would 
be more important to them than any fanatical notion which might 
encourage them to retain possession. 


It must not be understood that citizens of Nauvoo encour- 
aged the idea of the destruction of the Temple or any other 
property. That building was a conspicuous ornament and a great 
attraction to the place, and they hoped it might be useful as well 
as ornamental and at no distant day. The Mormons were neg- 
ligent in guarding the Temple. It was thought that by securely 
locking the door, the building was safe from intrusion. They 
appeared to have never had any apprehensions from fires, had 
never made any arrangement for its extinguishment if fire should 
break out, and never was a building more liable to fire. The 
whole finish was of wood. The cupola, or spire, was an immense 
wooden structure about one hundred and fifty feet high. 


On a bright and beautiful October night, about two o'clock, 
fire was discovered in the highest section of the cupola. When 
first discovered, the flames had made but little progress. The 
alarm was given and a large crowd speedily collected together, 
but all labor was useless. In an incredibly short period, the 
lofty spire was enveloped in flame, shooting upward to a most 
astonishing height, illuminating a wide expanse of country for 
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miles around. The crowd had nothing to do but to saunter 
around the blazing edifice in groups and speculate on the causes 
of the fire, and as to who was the probable incendiary. The few 
Mormons were much excited. They did not bemoan their loss, 
as did the ancient Jews. They did not hang their harps upon 
the willows. They did not pray for the restoration of Zion, or 
cast themselves into the consuming flame as many of the Jews 
are said to have done at the destruction of their last Temple. 
But if the voice of prayer was low and feeble, the voice of curs- 
ing was loud, boisterous and extremely pointed. The Gentile 
who had fired their Temple of Zion received his full share of 
bitter curses and fierce denunciation, and with good reason, too. 
The progress of the destructive element was most rapid. Two 
hours reduced the stately edifice to ruins. Only the walls, de- 
faced with smoke, remained of a building which the Mormons 
claimed was erected by supernatural wisdom. Large rewards 
were offered for the apprehension of the incendiary, but without 
making any discovery. It was claimed a year or two ago that Joe 
Agnew, of Pontoosuc, was the incendiary, and boldly asserted 
and published that he was the identical person who committed 
the deed; but this story lacks confirmation. Joe Agnew was a 
reckless and daring man and perhaps may have applied the 
torch to the Mormon spire. The story was that Joe had a false 
key to the front door of the Temple and unlocked it and boldly 
ascended the stairs and applied the torch; but unfortunately for 
the truth of this statement, the incendiary, whoever he was, did 
not enter the Temple by the door. Every one present during the 
burning of the building, saw that the sash from one of the half 
circular windows of the basement had been carefully removed, 
affording a convenient entrance to the incendiary right at the 
foot of the stairs which led from the basement to the top of the 
cupola. This sash was no doubt removed for the very purpose of 
accomplishing an entrance; an entrance being effected, the ac- 
complishment of the nefarious purpose was easy. Who this mis- 
creant was is as much a mystery now as it was on the night of 
the conflagration. 


The Temple was burnt October 9, 1848. 


—OBssERVER. © 
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THE MORMON TEMPLE 
Vout. I, No. 6, OcrosEr, 1873 


We give on another page an interesting account of the de- 
struction of the Mormon Temple at Nauvoo, by an eyewitness. 
Though the event occurred about a quarter of a century ago, it 
still remains a mystery who the incendiary was. The writer gives 
little credence to the story, started a year or so ago, that a Mr. 
Agnew, of Pontoosuc, was the man, and had confessed on his 
death bed. If he made such confession somebody must have 
known it. The question still seems to be an open one—‘Who 
burnt the Mormon Temple?” 


SKETCHES OF THE MORMON ERA, NO. 4 
Vou. II, No. 4, Apriz, 1874 

The last number of these sketches gave an account of the or- 
ganization of the Anti-Mormon party in 1841, and the success of 
its candidates in the election of that year. 

That was its first and final triumph, as an organized party. 
The next year (1842) the party held another convention, and as 
before, nominated a full set of candidates, from both political 
parties. This year was the general election for state officers also. 
The Mormons voted the Democratic ticket throughout, electing 
all their candidates by overwhelming majorities. The following 
is the official vote, those marked with a star (*) being the Anti- 
Mormon nominees: 


Governor, Thos. Ford.............. 13748  Jos-Duncan’.1.2...: aly 
Lieut. Gov., John Moore........ 1,742 W.H. Henderson.... 687 
Senator, J. C. Davis................ 1,530 *W. H. Roosevelt...... 620 
Representatives— 

ee Lg) OO WOT Sonos ncrnsncavencae 1,603 *Wesley Williams .... 502 

WY Nine SOONER Mh 20.0 ws 1,459 *Edson Whitney ........ 546 
Sheriff, W. H. Backenstos......1,493 *S. H. Tyler.............- 789 
Se. Com., F. J. Bartlett.......... 1,596 *W. D. Abernethy...... 805 
€o/ Com., J. T. Barnett.......... 1,640 *Jno.J. Brents........ 567 
Coroner, G. W. Stigall............ 1,595 *J. A. McCants........ 581 


A large number of the Democrats refused to support the con- 
yention candidates. So also a portion of the Whig party adhered 
to their own organization and supported a full set of candidates, 


572 ANNALS OF IOWA 


giving them an average of something near 200 votes. 

William Smith, elected to the legislature at this election, was 
a younger brother of the Prophet; a rattle-brained man of no 
talent, and no education, and with very little character, even 
among his own people. 

The Anti-Mormon organization was kept up until the final 
expulsion in 1846-7, with much the same result at the polls. 

The W. H. Backenstos, elected sheriff, was one of two brothers 
who held divers offices in the county during the Mormon era, 
always by Mormon votes, and who were conspicuous for their vio- 
lence and hatred of the Anti-Mormon movement. 

‘The election in 1843 resulted much the same as that of the 
previous year, excepting that the Mormons selected their candi- 
‘dates partly from each of the political parties. For Congress the 
vote stood: 

Joseph’ P, Hoge, Democrat... eee 2,088 
Gyrus Walled Wir oo etc eee 733 
showing about the proportion between the Mormon and Anti- 

Mormon parties. 

At the election of 1843, James Adams, a convert to Mor- 
monism, and a citizen of Sangamon County, and at the same 
time holding the office of probate judge in that county, was 


placed on the Mormon ticket, and elected to the same office in 
this county. 


In 1844, Almon W. Babbitt (Mormon) and Jacob B. Backen- 
stos were elected representatives by the following vote: 


Babbitt agechtuss oiil.can castle teapen eee 1,773 
Py 1) ee ee ee iets SS) EL 1,809 
©. C. Skinner, Democrate:......-..2.rasg dae 1,080 
JOOL Cathtnn WOR gn is: 5x-dcclcrcnee eee ee 886 


For Congress, Hoge received 2,251 votes, and Martin P. Sweet 
702; the Polk electors 2,399 and the Clay electors 747. 


In 1845, county commissioner, school commissioner and treas- 
urer, only were to be elected. No serious opposition was made 
to the ticket placed in the field by the Mormon interest, and but 
few of the old citizens attended the polls. 


The average vote 
was about 2,300 to less than 100 against. 
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About two weeks after the general election in 1845, a special 
election was held to fill the vacancy in the office of sheriff, oc- 
casioned by the death of General Minor R. Deming, when the 
before-named J. B. Backenstos was elected over John Scott 
(Anti-Mormon Democrat) by a vote of 2,334 to 750. 

In our next issue, we shall recall the stirring events of the 
summer of 1843, among the most exciting of the whole Mormon 
period. 


SKETCHES OF THE MORMON ERA, NO. 5 
Vou. II, No. 5, May, 1874 


The events of the summer of 1843 were highly exciting, and 
produced a profound sensation throughout the country. 

On the 5th day of June in that year an indictment for trea- 
son was found against the Prophet, Smith, in the circuit court of 
Daviess County, Missouri, the scene of his former operations. 
Whether this indictment was properly secured, or was necessary 
to the demands of justice, is doubtful. The fact that over four 
years had elapsed since the alleged treasonable acts were com- 
mitted, is of itself sufficient to cast a shade of suspicion over the 
transaction. But we shall not now enter upon that field of 
inquiry. 

On finding the indictment, and Smith being within the jurisdic- 
tion of Illinois, Governor Reynolds, of Missouri, issued a requi- 
sition on Governor Ford, of this state, demanding the arrest and 
delivery of Smith. This requisition was sent to Springfield in the 
hands of the Missouri agent, one Joseph H. Reynolds. Goyv-. 
ernor Ford, in compliance with the demand, issued a writ for the 
Prophet’s arrest, and it was brought to this county by the sari 
to be put in the hands of an officer for execution. 

Harmon T. Wilson, of Carthage, now several years deceased, 
a man of nerve and energy, who had served as deputy sheriff, 
was selected for the undertaking, and the writ was placed in his 
hands. 

It was doubtful whether the writ could be served in Nauvoo, 
and yet more doubtful whether, in case of service, the prisoner 
could be removed from the city. But it was ascertained that 
Smith and his wife were on a visit to some relatives at Palestine 
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Grove, in Lee County, Illinois, not far from Dixon, and more 
than 100 miles from Nauvoo. 


By the officers this was regarded as a fortunate circumstance, 
and they quietly repaired to Lee County to make the arrest. It 
was planned that after securing the prisoner they would drive 
as if making for the Illinois River, then turn and make their best 
speed to Rock Island, where they would take steam for Missouri. 


Accordingly the arrest was made at the house of Mr. Wasson, 
the Prophet’s relative, and the three men started on their way; 
but they committed the unaccountable mistake of stopping at 
Dixon. This was fatal to the success of their enterprise. It 
gave Smith an opportunity to see and consult lawyers, which he 
was not slow to do; and Messrs. Southwick and Patrick, two at- 
torneys of the place, were at once engaged, who procured a writ 
of habeas corpus, returnable before Judge Caton, of Ottawa. The 
day following, in custody of the sheriff of Lee County, they 
started for Ottawa; but after traveling some thirty miles, they 
learned that Judge Caton was absent in New York, and the party 
returned to Dixon. Now Smith commenced a suit against his 
captors for false imprisonment. Another writ of habeas corpus 
was obtained in behalf of Smith, returnable before Judge Young 
at Quincy. Reynolds and Wilson also obtained a similar writ, 
returnable at the same place. 

Such was the position of affairs when two other parties ap- 
peared upon the scene. The election campaign was in progress, 
the election being held in August. This congressional district 
embraced Hancock and all the western counties northward to the 
state line, including Lee. Hon. Cyrus Walker of Macomb, was 
the Whig candidate, and Hon. Joseph P. Hoge of Galena, was 
the Democratic candidate for Congress. They were able and 
representative men of their parties, Mr. Walker being an old 
lawyer of distinguished legal attainments and character. 

These gentlemen, at the time of the arrest, were engaged in 
stumping the district in the vicinity of Dixon. Walker, having 
been formerly employed by Smith as counsel, was now again 
engaged, and he at once left his appointments, and remained with 
the party until the final discharge of Smith at Nauvoo. 

It is stated that Hoge also offered his services. This may not be 
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true; but we have the testimony of Wilson that he and Reynolds 
asked his aid, and were refused. 


On Monday, the 26th, a whole cavalcade, consisting of Smith, 
the prisoner, with his three attorneys, Walker, Southwick and 
Patrick; Smith’s relative Wasson, and Walker’s son-in-law and 
traveling companion, Montgomery; Campbell, sheriff of Lee, 
with his prisoners, Reynolds and Wilson, and their attorney 
Mason; with the necessary coaches, wagons and drivers—in all 
about a dozen persons—started southward, ostensibly for Quincy. 
They carried with them two writs of habeas corpus returnable to 
Judge Young, involving the liberty of three of their number. 


Who was chief in that cavalcade of officers, attorneys and 
prisoners, may readily be guessed, when it is stated, that the pro- 
cession, instead of going to Quincy, made directly for Nauvoo. 

In the meantime there was intense excitement in that city. 
News had reached them that their leader was in danger. But 
among the conflicting rumors, the Mormon people knew not what 
course to take. It was conjectured that their prophet would be 
carried down the Illinois River, and so a little steamer owned in 
the city, was manned and equipped, and sent down the Mis- 
sissippi, with the hope of intercepting him in that direction. 
Parties on horseback started across the country in the direction 
of Dixon. These met the cavaleade of lawyers and prisoners, and 
officers and writs, at various points, and before Smith reached 
Nauvoo he was surrounded and escorted by probably fifty or a 
hundred of his devoted and faithful followers. A correspondent 
of the Warsaw Message, stated to have been an eyewitness, says 
that these men were unarmed, a statement which, in view of all 
the circumstances, is extremely improbable. 

Arrived at home, Smith was very magnanimous and courteous 
to his guests and prisoners. He took them to his mansion; 
pledged his honor to them that they should not be molested; took 
them to his table and feasted them, introducing Wilson and 
Reynolds to his family, with whom the former was acquainted 
before. 

The reader who has seen in the party papers, after an election, 
the likeness of the defeated rooster, with his feathers all ruf- 
fled and turned the wrong way, his comb torn and bleeding, and 
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with a wretchedly woebegone expression of countenance—any one 
familiar with this picture, will be able to realize how those two 
officers felt on that memorable expedition from Dixon to Nauvoo, 
and especially after their arrival in the latter city. 

Of course nothing now remained but to carry out the pro- 
gramme determined on previously. Accordingly both the habeas 
corpus writs in favor of Smith were dropped, and a new one 
applied for and issued by the Municipal Court of the city, citing 
Reynolds to appear with his prisoner before that tribunal. This 
he was compelled to do, though refusing to acknowledge its juris- 
diction. Of course Smith was discharged. It was said, how 
truly we do not know, that Walker made a speech before 
the court, on the trial of the writ, in which he avowed his belief 
that it had ample jurisdiction. How much ground existed for 
the opinion the reader can judge by an examination of the follow- 
ing clause from the charter of that city: 

“The municipal court shall have power to grant writs of 
habeas corpus in all cases arising under the ordinances of the 
city council,” 

In our next we shall give the finale of this highly dramatic ad- 


venture, together with some particulars of the Prophet’s arrest, 
not herein before mentioned. 


NOTES OF THE MORMON ERA, NO. 6 
Vor, 2, No. 7, Juty, 1874 

In continuing these notes of the events of 1843, connected with 
the arrest of Smith on the requisition from Missouri, but little 
remains to be told. The discharge of Smith by the Municipal 
Court having been accomplished, the sheriff of Lee County al- 
lowed his prisoners to proceed to Carthage, where Reynolds pro- 
cured bail in the false imprisonment case, and was set at liberty. 

The Missouri agent, however, feeling that his prisoner had 
been illegally wrested from him, proceeded to Springfield, and 
asked of Governor Ford a detachment of militia to assist in his 
recapture. This request was refused; and in a long letter to the 
Governor of Missouri, written on the 14th of August, Governor 
Ford states his reasons for the refusal. 


Among other reasons, 
he says: 
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“Now, sir, I might safely rest my refusal to order a detachment 
of militia to assist in retaking Smith, upon the ground that the 
laws of this state have been fully executed in the matter. A writ 
has been issued for his apprehension; Smith was apprehended, 
and was duly delivered by the officer of this state to the agent of 
the state of Missouri, appointed to receive him. No process, 
officer or authority of this state has been resisted or interfered 
with. I have fully executed the duty which the laws impose 
upon me, and have not been resisted either in the writ issued for 
the arrest of Smith, or in the person of the officer appointed to 
apprehend him. If there has been any resistance to any one, it 
has been to the officer of Missouri, after Smith came to his cus- 
tody, and after everything had been done on my part, which the 
law warranted me in doing.” 

It will be seen that the Governor excuses himself on the ground 
that the laws have been fully complied with; thus entirely ignor- 
ing the question whether the Municipal Court at Nauvoo had jur- 


isdiction in the case. 


At any other time than in the midst of a heated and exciting 
political campaign the result might have been different. The 
Mormons were presumed to hold the balance of power in the 
district, and neither party wished to take any action that would 
offend their prophet and leader. The Governor, in ignoring the 
question of jurisdiction, only pursued the same policy adopted by 
his Whig opponents. Probably not a paper in the district, of 
either party, but that treated the question as one of much doubt. 
And yet it is questionable if any: lawyer could now be found 
who would hesitate a moment in deciding the point. 

The result of the election clearly proved the feeling of the 
people in the premises. Walker, a good lawyer and popular man, 
possessing high qualifications for the office, in a district in which 
the Whigs had a large majority, was badly beaten; though, had 
he, by pursuing a different course, been able to obtain the full 
Whig vote of all the counties, he could have been elected with 
the Mormon strength solid against him. 

Most dramas have a comic side to them; and this highly dra- 
matic occurrence, which excited the people of the whole district 
to a high pitch, which was so auspiciously begun and so ignomin- 
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ously closed, was not an exception. 

Calling at the residence of Mr. Wasson, enquiry was made of 
members of the family for Mr. Smith. The answer was very 
unsatisfactory, but that he was not there. They took seats, how- 
ever, Reynolds in the hall, and Wilson on or about the door step, 
and entered into conversation. While thus engaged, Wilson, 
who had a view of the stairway, saw Emma, the Prophet’s wife, 
hastily cross the head of the stairs. This convinced him that 
they were on the right track. The conversation was continued a 
few minutes longer, but Wilson was excited and uneasy. Rising 
from his seat he gave a step or two to the corner of the house and 
cast his eye along the side of the building, and what did he see? 
Off in an open field several hundred yards away, he espied the 
Prophet ‘making for tall timber’’—a piece of woods some dis- 
tance away. 

With a yell and a leap—and without bidding good-bye to the 
household—he started in pursuit, leaving Reynolds to bring up 
the rear. The pursuers, being lighter in weight and nimbler of 
foot, gained upon the pursued. So he resorted to strategy. He 
was nearing an old building, uninhabited, but at the side of which 
was a well, and near by a lot of clothes spread upon some tall 
weeds to dry. It was evident that Smith had been making for 
the forest beyond; but on arriving at the building, Wilson could 
nowhere see the fugitive. He certainly had not had time to 
reach the woods, nor could he be seen about the building. Giving 
a hurried glance at the surroundings, taking in the cabin, the 
weeds, the drying bed clothes, an idea struck him, and the 
next moment he saw a pair of boots partly protruding from be- 
neath a blanket. 

By this time Reynolds was close at hand; but, in his excite- 
ment, and without waiting to see if there was a man in the boots, 
or who that man might be, Wilson sprang upon the blanket, and 
called upon Reynolds to come on. The man in the boots—in 
short, the Prophet himself—soon emerged from beneath the 
blanket and stood before them their prisoner. In due time they 
placed him in their carriage and started on their journey. 
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SKETCHES OF THE MORMON ERA, NO. 7 
Vor 3, No. 6, Junr, 1875 


In continuing these sketches of Mormon history, we are 
brought down to the memorable year 1844, which closed the 
Prophet’s career. 


Emboldened by his success in resisting the efforts of his Mis- 
souri enemies, he became more arrogant than ever.. Seeing what 
an engine of defence the Municipal Court had been, in its use of 
the writ of habeas corpus, he resolved to strengthen it still further 
and increase its efficacy. During the winter of 1843-4, the 
City Council passed an ordinance enacting that no writ issued 
elsewhere for the arrest of any person in the city, should be ex- 
ecuted until it first had the approval of the mayor. 


It also provided a punishment of imprisonment for life against 
any officer who attempted the execution of such writ without the 
said mayor’s endorsement, and took from the governor of the 
state the power of pardoning the offender. Such was the char- 
acter of the legislation of the City Council, and the practice of 
the officials corresponded generally therewith. 

In the meantime dissensions were growing up in the Mormon 
church. Tyrannous acts of various kinds over his followers cre- 
ated a spirit of opposition which finally culminated in open rebel- 
lion. Accordingly, a prospectus was issued for the publication 
of a weekly paper, to be called the Nauvoo Expositor, of which 
the brothers William and Wilson Law, the latter of whom was at 
the time major-general of the Nauvoo Legion, Charles Ivins, 
Francis M. and Chauncey L. Higbee, Dr. Robert D. and Charles 
A. Foster, were to be the publishers, and Sylvester Emmons, 
editor. ‘These men had all been, with perhaps two exceptions, 
active and leading members of the church. The avowed purpose 
of the paper, as expressed in the prospectus, was to oppose the 
despotic action of the Prophet, and especially to advocate the 
repeal of the Nauvoo charter under which so many flagrant and 
illegal acts had been perpetrated. 

On Friday, June 7, 1844, the first and only number of the 
paper was issued. Although its editor and some of the pub- 
lishers were men of considerable talent, yet the paper itself was 
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lacking in force. But it was an avowed enemy to the Prophet 
and a contemner of his power—and that was enough. 

At the instance of the Prophet a meeting of the Municipal 
Council was called, the press was declared a nuisance, and an 
order made authorizing the mayor to abate it; and power was 
given him to call to his assistance the Nauvoo Legion, if neces- 
sary, to aid in its enforcement. 

Accordingly, the city marshal, under the instruction of the 
mayor, collected a strong force from the Legion and repaired to 
the office, the doors of which they forced open, broke the press to 
pieces, and scattered the fragments and the types and other 
material into the street. In the report of these high-handed pro- 
ceedings published in the Mormon organ, the Nauvoo Neighbor, 
a full justification for the act was urged on the plea that The 
Expositor was an organ of dissension in the church and among 
the people, that it was a traducer of the Prophet and other lead- 
ing men, and consequently a nuisance in the community. And by 
its report it appears that the proceedings were entirely ea-parte, 
that no one connected with the paper was cited to appear, that no 
notice of the proposed action was given them, that no witnesses 
were called or examined; but that the order was given upon 
statements made by the mayor and one and another of the coun- 
cilors. 

A curious and ludicrous proceeding, truly, was this action of 
the Nauvoo City Council, and one to which it would be hard to 
find a parallel. Certain men were charged with offences against 
law and morality—with being sinners and swindlers generally. 
They were charged, not in action for libel, or by indictment be- 
fore a grand jury, but by statements made in session by members 
of a common council, each one stating what he knew, or was 
supposed to know, about them; whereupon it was voted not to 
punish them for crimes committed and proven, but to destroy 
their printing press, as a nuisance, owned in part by men who 
had no charges brought against them. 

It matters little, in its bearing upon the proceedings of the 
City Council, whether these offences were real or imaginary, 
whether they were of great magnitude or only slight and trivial, 
whether proven or not. But let us enquire what these charges 
were. In The Expositor, a copy of which is now before us, is a 
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long statement made by persons claiming to be dissenters from 
the Mormon church, in which they charge that Smith and his 
adherents have introduced new doctrines and practices, among 
which is that of polygamy. These charges are supported by 
several affidavits. These, with several severe strictures upon the 
conduct of Smith and the leaders, constitute the offences, as 
appearing in the columns of the paper. 


Of course these proceedings produced great excitement both 
in and out of the city. The dissenters, fearful of danger to them- 
selves, left at once, and repairing to Carthage, had warrants is- 
sued for the arrest of the mayor and the leading participators, on 
a charge of riot. Some of them submitted to arrest; but the con- 
venient writ of habeas corpus was interposed, as in the former 
case of Smith, and they were set at liberty. Upon this the officer 
having the writs in charge, called the posse comitatus to assist 
in rearresting them; and a committee was sent to Springfield to 
ask from Governor Ford an order for the military to aid them. 
The Governor determined to visit the county and decide for him- 
self the merits of the case. He was at no loss in ascertaining, 
after hearing the evidence of both parties, that the proceedings 
at Nauvoo, both of the Common Council and the Municipal Court, 
were grossly wrong, and that they must submit to arrest. 


But the Governor, although we believe, anxious to do right and 
maintain the laws, lacked decision and firmness, and his vacillat- 
ing course lost him the confidence of the people. Both sides 
were at once under arms. The Legion was assembled and placed 
under arms, by order of the Prophet, as its commander. All 
Mormons capable of bearing arms, residing in the country, were 
ordered into the city, and the most active measures taken for 
defence. Previous to the Governor’s arrival, the militia had 
been called out. A considerable force from other counties had 
arrived at Carthage, and another force was gathering at Warsaw. 


By repeated threats and promises, the Prophet and his brother 
Hyrum, and the other persons charged in the writ, were induced 
to give themselves up, and accordingly, on the 24th of June, they 
appeared at Carthage and surrendered to the constable, and were 
taken before a magistrate, and bound over to appear at court on 
the charge of riot. The two Smiths were immediately rearrested 
for treason. They were placed in jail for security, neither party 
being ready to proceed with the examination. 
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On the 27th of June the Governor ordered the militia to be 
disbanded, excepting three companies, two to guard the prisoners 
in the jail, and the third to accompany him to Nauvoo, whither 
he had determined to go. Captain Dunn’s company, from Au- 
gusta, was detailed for the Governor's escort, and the Carthage 
Greys and another company, under the command of Captain 
Smith of the Greys, were left to guard the jail. The militia, 
both at Carthage and Warsaw, having been disbanded, much 
against their inclination, Carthage was full of armed and ex- 
asperated men. Before the Governer had returned at night the 
Mormon Prophet and his brother and ablest and most devoted 
supporter were dead. 


The Governor’s order to the troops to disband, given previous 
te his departure for Nauvoo, was, to say the least, very unwise. 
In his extreme anxiety to prevent violence it was the very means 
of bringing about such a catastrophe. Instead of leaving the 
troops under arms and under the control of their officers, they 
were discharged and thus left free to act their own pleasure. 
The McDonough and Schuyler men being very anxious to return 
to their farms mostly left at once for home. Those under Colonel 
Williams at Warsaw, having previously been ordered to march 
to Golden’s Point, on the way to Nauvoo to concentrate with 
those at Carthage, were met by the order to disband. The con- 
duct of the Governor from the first had been such as to lose him 
the confidence of the people, especially of the citizens of Hancock: 
County, who believed that a determined and energetic course was 
demanded. It had been voted in a council of officers, called by 
him, to march the whole force to the Mormon city, and there to 
make full investigation of all charges, and take into custody the 
offenders. But his fears of the consequences prevailed, and he 
decided to disband the troops instead, and visit the city himself 
without military display. 

During the day all was confusion at Carthage, though nothing 
of importance occurred till in the afternoon. The Greys were 
encamped on the public square, with a detail of men around the 
jail. Discharged soldiers and citizens filled the streets, many of 


them exhibiting much anger and dissatisfaction at the turn af- 
fairs had taken. 


SKETCHES OF THE MORMON ERA 583 


At about four or five o’clock in the afternoon, a lot of men, 
armed and disguised, collected on the prairie back of town, made 
a rush upon the guards, whom they overpowered or disarmed and, 
scaling the enclosure, made a furious attack upon the jail. The 
door to the hall was forced, and shots fired within at the pris- 
oners, by which Hyrum Smith was killed and John Taylor 
wounded. The Prophet undertook to jump from the window to 
the ground, but was shot as he fell, and afterwards upon the 
ground. The assailants immediately fled. 


Consternation now took place of all other emotions. Governor 
Ford had not carried out the programme he intended to pursue 
in the morning. Instead of remaining at Nauvoo till the next 
day, he had made a speech to the Mormons in the afternoon, and 
left a little before night to return to Carthage. A short dis- 
tance out he was met by messengers with the information that the 
Smiths were killed. He hastened on to Carthage, where he ar- 
' rived in the night, to find the people in extreme alarm. The 
leaders are killed, and the Mormons will surely take vengeance, 
was the feeling in every body’s mind, a belief in which the 
Governor shared. Halting only long enough to address some 
very hard words to the Greys and such of the citizens as he met, 
he hastened on, and it is said never dismounted till he reached 
Augusta. Believing the Mormons would be down upon them, the 
people of Carthage hurried their women and children out of 
town as fast as vehicles could be obtained to carry them, many 
of whom traveled the greater part of the night and took refuge 
among the farmers on the roads eastward. 

At Warsaw the same consternation prevailed. All believed the 
town would be attacked. Women and children were hurried over 
to Alexandria, and guards were placed at different points on 
the road. 

At Nauvoo an equal panic prevailed. Vengeance gave place to 
fear. The enraged military have slain our chiefs, and they will 
vent their vengeance also upon up, seemed to be the prevailing 
feeling there, and large numbers of them fled across th river. 

But the morning dawned and no butchery had been perpe- 
trated, no village or city had been devoted to the flames. The 
dead chiefs and their wounded comrade lay quietly at Mr. Ham- 
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ilton’s hotel, whither they had been conveyed and cared for. And 
as the day waned, most of the refugees on all sides returned to 
their homes. 

The night of the 27th of June, 1844, will long be remembered 
in Hancock County. 


SKETCHES OF THE MORMON ERA, No. 8 
Vou. III, No. 8, Auaust, 1875 

Our last report left the slain Mormon Prophet and his brother, 
with their wounded companion, lying at the residence of Mr. 
Artois Hamilton in Carthage. The morning of the 28th dawned 
fair and bright; the night had spread its pall over the deeds of 
the day, and had gone again; and no act of violence was known 
to have been committed by either side. All seemed to be awed by 
the magnitude of the crime that had been committed, and in 
doubt and apprehension as to the consequence. None cared to 
assume an aggressive attitude, but all thought only of defence 
and personal safety. 

During the day of the 28th most of the fugitives from the sev- 
eral towns returned to their homes. Upon the announcement of 
the murder to the people of Nauvoo, the excitement was intense. 
Rage and grief were manifested throughout the city. The bodies 
of the dead chiefs, having been decently cared for by Mr. Hamil- 
ton, were conveyed to the city, where they were received with 
every demonstration of affection, and were buried with great 
ceremony. ; 

Thus ended the career of Joseph Smith, the founder of Mor- 
monism, and the so-called “Prophet, Seer and Revelator,” at the 
age of a little less than forty years. To say that-he was not a 
remarkable man would not be true; yet it was the peculiar cir- 
cumstances with which he was surrounded, more than any talent 
or genius of his own, that made him so. By those ignorant of 
his character, his aims, and his surroundings, he has been re- 
garded as a great man. But he was not a great man, in any sense 
which constitutes greatness. That he was not deficient in mental 
power is conceded. He had a faculty for governing and con- 
trolling men not generally possessed; and he had a certain species 
of low cunning, that supplied the place of genius. Many men 
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who never attain to any note in the world, to be found frequent- 
ing the grogshops of the land, are just as talented and just as 
capable of being manufactured into a great prophet and seer, as 
was Joseph Smith. They only lack the ambition and the sur- 
roundings. 


The distinguishing feature of his charaeter in youth was indo- 
lence. Acting on the belief that the world owed him a living, he 
determined to obtain it without earning it. He and his family 
connections were all lowbred, uneducated, and naturally super- 
stitious. From going about the country with a divining rod to find 
water, he rose by an easy step to telling fortunes with a peep 
stone in a hat. His peep stone in time gave place to brass plates 
with hieroglyphics written in “reformed Egyptian, in the lan- 


, 


guage of the Jews,” and with the plates came the idea of going 
a step further and claiming supernatural aid. So, “angels from 
heaven” were brought into requisition, and “revelations” ob- 
tained. These angels, judging from the character of their com- 
munications, were about as smart and sensible as some of the 
“spirits” that nowadays present themselves at the spiritual 
seances. The ignorant neighbors were excited over some of these 
pretended revelations, and the idea of getting up a system of 


religion and becoming a religious leader was gradually developed. 

Smith, at that time ignorant of human nature and the depth of 
human credulity, was doubtless as much astonished as ony one at 
the success of his schemes. When he first found or forged the 
plates, on which he claimed the Mormon bible was written, at 
“Mount Moriah,’ in western New York—a mountain, by the 
way, which never had existence—it is not likely he had any well- 
definied purpose in view. But men of means as well as brains be- 
came involved in his schemes, and they gradually developed the 
system to which they gave the name of the “Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints,’ a name by which it has become 
known in the world and still retains. 

It might have been supposed that the death of their leader 
would have been fatal to the success of the Mormon movement. 
But such was not the case. The policy had been for years to cre- 
ate hostile feelings among their neighbors, and the pressure thus 
produced from without tended to hold his adherents more closely 
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together. It was soon understood that the cry of persecution 


was an effective aid to propagandism, and this theory was acted 
on throughout. Had it not been for this pressure at the time of 


his death, there can be little doubt that the whole structure of 
Mormonism would have tumbled to pieces. It contained many 
elements of weakness, and more than one of its chiefs aspired to 
the leadership. Sidney Rigdon, who had always furnished its 
best brains and had been its chief architect, had already become 
dissatisfied and left and others were prepared to follow. But 
the pressure held the main body together there, and from that 
day to this has been the power that binds the heterogeneous and 
discordant materials together. 


CADETS OF TEMPERANCE 


In regard to the history of the Cadets, we can give no more 
full and satisfactory information than that furnished in the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter of W. A. McKee, the present G. W. 
P. of the Order, addressed to a gentleman of St. Louis. He says: 


“Our beloved Order is still spreading rapidly. * * * I 
looked upon the institution as second only to the Sabbath School 
in its moral effects, if carried out in the spirit of its foundation 
principles; having for many years been connected with the Sab- 
bath School cause here: and notwithstanding all its efforts and 
influences for good, I saw multitudes going the broad road to 
ruin—and endeavored, in 1845, to excite the Sons of Temper- 
ance to take up the subject; which efforts reached the Grand 
Division, and there went to sleep. Subsequently this movement 
was commenced—taking as its foundation the constitution and 
forms drawn up and published by W. H. Stokes, of Germantown. 
Bro. Faust and myself made the first move in the city (Philadel- 
phia). Other Sections soon sprung up: a Grand Section was 
formed, (on the 22d day of February, 1847), with Bro. Stokes, as 
the founder, for Grand Worthy Patron, and Bro. Faust as Grand 
Secretary.” 

In addition to the above we may state, that Grand Sections 
of the Order now exist in the states of Pennsylvania, New York 
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and Ohio, and the Order has been established in almost every 
state in the Union. 

We have no reliable information as to the exact number of 
Cadets, but we are led to believe, from all that we can learn, that 
the number is not far short of fifty thousand.—Bloomington Jowa 
Democrat Enquirer, Feb. 10, 1849. (In the newspaper collec- 
tion of the Historical Department of Iowa.) 


CADETS OF TEMPERANCE 


We are much gratified to learn that a charter has been obtained 
by the youth of this place, for a Section of the juvenile branch 
of the great Temperance family, known as the Cadets of Tem- 
perance. The Cadets of Temperance embrace boys from twelve 
to eighteen years of age, and hold to the same sentiments and 
observances as the Sons. Every boy, whose parents or guardian 
will consent, should become a Cadet. Aside from the important 
fact that it will throw that most fearful of vices, intemperance, 
and elevate his nature and purify his heart by the noblest and 
most exalted moral teachings and influences, it will be a great 
advantage in an intellectual point of view. Each Section of Cadets 
elects a Minister of Affairs, from among the Sons, who assists 
in conducting affairs and preserving order. The Section will be 
organized next week, and is to be called, we learn, Hawkeye 
Section, No. 3, of lowa.—Bloomington Iowa Democrat Enquirer, 
Jan. 27, 1849. (In the newspaper collection of the Historical 
Department of Iowa.) 


NOTICE 


The public school of Fort Des Moines will be open for the re- 
ception of pupils on Monday the 19th inst. By order of the 
Board. 

Andrew J. Stevens, Secretary, Nov. 16, 1849.—Fort Des 
Moines Star, November 23, 1849. (In the newspaper collection 
of the Historical Department of Iowa.) 


JEHEIL BURR HURLBURT 


—_ 
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JEHIEL BURR HURLBURT 
By Rotito Franxuin Hurusvurt, Pu.D., DD.’ 


A valuable contribution to American genealogy is “The Hurl- 
but Family,” by Henry H. Hurlbut. We learn from the reading 
of this work that Thomas Hurlbut, the earliest known source 
whence have come the various and numerous descendants bearing 
the names of Hulbut, Hulbert, Hurlbutt, Hurlbert and Hurlburt, 
came across the Atlantic from England in 1635. He was a sol- 
dier under Lion Gardner, who built and had charge of the fort at 
Saybrook, Connecticut. 

Lion Gardner was an Englishman, by profession an engineer, 
and had been in Holland in the service of the Prince of Holland. 
But he was engaged by the proprietors of the Connecticut patent, 
issued by Charles II to Lord Saye and Sele, Lord Brooke and 
others, granting a large tract of territory on the banks of the 
Connecticut River, to erect a fortification at its mouth. Lion 
’ Gardner embarked at London for America, with his wife, a fe- 
male servant, and eleven male passengers, August 11, 1635, in the 
Bachilor, a vessel of only twenty-five tons burden. After a long 
and very tempestuous voyage they arrived in Boston November 
28. Thomas Hurlbut was one of the eleven passengers. 

Lion Gardner in a letter which was written in June, 1660, and 
which is printed in Volume III, Third Series, of the “Massachus- 
etts Historical Society Collections,” refers to a battle with the 
Indians, in which Thomas Hurlbut received a severe arrow wound 
in the thigh. Following is an extract from this letter: “On the 
22nd of February, I went out with ten men and three dogs, half a 
mile from the Fort, to burn the weeds, leaves and reeds upon 
the neck of land, because we had felled twenty timber trees, which 
we were to roll to the waterside to bring home, every man car- 
rying a length of match, with brimstone matches with him to 
kindle the fire withal. But when we came to the small of the 
neck, the weeds burning, I having before this set two sentinels on 
the small of the neck, I called to the men that were burning the 

1pr, Hurlburt, the author of this article, is district superintendent of the 


Davenport District, Upper Iowa Conference, Methodist Episcopal church, with his 
home at Mount Vernon. He is an author, writer, traveler, and lecturer, 
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reeds to come away, but they would not until they had burnt up 
the rest of their matches. Presently there start up four Indians 
out of the fiery reeds, but they ran away, I calling to the rest of 
our men to come away out of the marsh. Then Robert Chapman 
and Thomas Hurlbut, being sentinels, called to me, saying there 
came a number of Indians out of the other side of the marsh. 
Then I went to stop them, that they should not get to the wood- 
land; but Thomas Hurlbut cried out to me that some of the men 
did not follow me, for Thomas Rumble and Arthur Branch threw 
down their two guns and ran away; then the Indians shot two 
of them that were in the reeds, and sought to get between us and 
home, but durst not come before us, but kept us in a half moon, 
we retreating and exchanging many a shot, so that Thomas 
Hurlbut was shot almost through the thigh, John Spencer in the 
back into his kidneys, myself into the thigh, two more shot dead. 
But in our retreat, I kept Hurlbut and Spencer still before us, we 
defending ourselves with our naked swords, or else they had taken 
us all alive, so that the two sore wounded men, by our slow re- 
treat, got home with their guns, when our two sound men ran 
away and left their guns behind them.” 


Gardner does not mention his estimate of the number of Indian 
assailants who attacked him and his ten men, but Underwood in 
his history says there were ‘‘a hundred or more.”” Thomas Hurl- 
but was by trade a blacksmith, and after the war with the Pequots 
he located and established himself in Wethersfield, Connecticut. 
He was one of the earliest settlers as well as the first blacksmith 
in this place. A single extract from the “Colonial Records” would 
seem tovindicate that he was a good workman, and that he charged 
a good price for his work: ‘March 2, 1642, Thomas Hurlbut 
was fined forty shillings for encouraging others in taking exces- 
sive rates for work and ware.” 

-When we take into account the ridiculously low wage that was 
paid at that time, there seems to have been valid reason for this 
early combination of labor against capital. But labor seems to 
have failed in this primitive struggle with capital, for Thomas 
Hurlbut’s fine was “respited” February 5, 1643, upon Peter Bas- 
saker’s “‘tryal” to make “nayles’” with less loss and cheaper rates. 


Thomas Hurlbut stood in high repute in the town where he 
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spent most of his life. He was clerk of the Train Band in 1640, 
deputy to the General Court, grand juror and also constable in 
1644. The records of Wethersfield show that he received various 
tracts of land in the several divisions of the town, which were 
recorded together in 1647: In 1660 the town of Wethersfield 
granted Thomas Hurlbut lot 39, one of the “four score acre lots” 
in Naubuc, east side of the river, which he afterward sold to 
Thomas Hollister. 

For his services in the Indian wars the Assembly of Connecti- 
cut, October 12, 1671, voted him a grant of one hundred and 
twenty acres of land. But he never availed himself of this bounty 
that was set apart by the commonwealth in which he lived for his 
distinguished services in the Indian wars. 

We may see in this brief, personal history of the earliest known 
ancestor of the Hurlbut family distinguishing traits, which have 
marked many of his descendants—bravery, energy, industry, 
thrift, honesty, independence and decision of character. 

Jehiel Burr Hurlburt, the subject of this sketch and the sey- 
enth in line from Thomas Hurlbut, possessed in marked degree 
these leading characteristics of his forbear. He died at his 
home in Des Moines, Iowa, 1440 West Twentieth Street, August 
20, 1914, in his eighty-seventh year, and was the last of the 
twelve children of his parents, Erastus Grant Hurlburt and 
Clarissa Goodwin. 

Jehiel Burr Hurlburt was a member of the society of Sons of 
the American Revolution. The pension records that are kept in 
the War Department at Washington, D. C., show that his grand- 
father, Thomas Hurlbut (a change in the’ spelling of the name 
from Hurlbut to Hurlburt was made about one hundred years 
ago) enlisted twice as a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and 
served in all nearly four years, first as a private and then as a 
sergeant. His widow, Eunice Grant Hurlbut, applied for a pen- 
sion as the widow of a Revolutionary soldier in 1837 and was 
granted it. 

Following is the genealogy of the family of Jehiel Burr Hurl- 
burt: His father, Erastus Grant Hurlburt, was born March 20, 
1787, in Winchester, Connecticut, and died September 4, 1845. 
His mother, Clarissa Goodwin Hurlburt, was born March 21, 
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1791, in Winchester, Connecticut, and died December 15, 1856. 
The marriage of his father and mother occurred at Winchester, 
Connecticut, December 16, 1812. 

As to his brothers and sisters, Clarissa Ann Hurlburt Norris, 


was born February 19, 1814, and died December 30, 1879; 
Erastus Belden Hurlburt was born June 5, 1815, and died March 


14, 1818; Elizabeth Hurlburt Hudson was born February 4, 
1817, and died March 12, 1855; Louisa Hurlburt Freer was 
born August 5, 1818, and died January 13, 1910; Belden Good- 
win Hurlburt was born March 25, 1820, and died February 16, 
1910; Erastus Dorr Hurlburt was born April 5, 1822, and died 
July 28, 1840; Edward Griffin Hurlburt was born March 12, 
1824, and died June 2, 1897; Russell Higley Hurlburt was 
born April 21, 1826, and died April 14, 1883; Henry Clay Hurl- 
burt was born August 19, 1830, and died September 5, 1905; 
Ruth Maria Hurlburt Seaton was born July 1, 1832, and died 
March 2, 1901; David Elmore Hurlburt was born December 26, 
1835, and died December 20, 1913. 


Three of the brothers of Jehiel Burr Hurlburt were men of 
note in the communities where they lived. Judge Belden Good- 
win Hurlburt went to California in 1852, studied law, was ad- 
mitted to the bar, and served as judge of the courts for many 
years. In 1884 he was elected to the California State Senate. 
He was a warm personal friend of Senator Leland Stanford, the 
founder of the Leland Stanford University at Palo Alto, Cali- 
fornia. Ife made one of the nominating speeches upon the floor 
of the California State Senate for Senator Leland Stanford, when 
the latter was elected as United States senator. 


Edward Griffin Hurlburt occupied many positions of honor and 
trust in Ashtabula County, Ohio, where he was a large landowner, 
serving many years as a state commissioner and as president and 
director in various agricultural societies, in all of which he was 
an inspiring and most progressive leader, He was a man of 
discriminating judgment, of invincible purpose, of remarkable 
will power and of incorruptible integrity. In his younger life 
and before he had amassed a competence, he went on a note as 
security for several thousand dollars for a friend, who afterward 
failed in business. He said he would pay every dollar of that 
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obligation, although it was pointed out to him that he might 
escape it all through a technical point in the law. He paid every 
cent of that for which he had gone security. He was exceedingly 
well posted on current events, and in conversation his discussion 
of the great political issues was always listened to with great 
interest. 


Russell Higley Hurlburt was a minister of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, a member of the Erie Conference of that denomi- 
nation, and represented his conference four times in succession 
as a delegate, going to the General Conference in Philadelphia 
in 1864; in Chicago in 1868; in New York in 1872 and in Balti- 
more in 1876. He served some of the most prominent churches 
in his conference with conspicuous success. He was warm- 
hearted, sympathetic and brotherly in all the social and business 
relations of life. He made hosts of friends everywhere. Indeed 
all those whom he met as acquaintances soon became his fast 
friends. Although not in any sense of the word a politician for 
himself, yet he could so successfully trace out the trend of po- 
litical currents that prominent politicians often came to him for 
counsel and advice. He possessed in a marked degree the quali- 
ties of high leadership. He was for many years a regular con- 
tributor to the columns of the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, 
the denominational organ of that section of Methodism, where he 
spent the most of his ministerial life. And these numerous 
articles that came from his facile pen, were all marked with 
vigor of thought and beauty of expression, as well as deep spir- 
itual insight. He was a graduate in medicine, receiving his 
degree of Doctor of Medicine from the Homeopathic Hospital 
College of Cleveland, Ohio. He received the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Divinity in 1874 from the Mount Union-Scio College. 


Hamline Hurlburt Freer, a nephew of Jehiel Burr Hurlburt 
and son of Louisa Hurlburt Freer, occupied for many years the 
chair of Political Economy in Cornell College, Mount Vernon, 
Iowa, and was the dean of that institution. He served as the 
president of the Iowa State Teachers’ Association and had a 
wide reputation as a remarkably interesting speaker and lec- 
turer upon educational topics. He was known not only through- 
out the state of Iowa, but also far beyond the boundaries of the 
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Hawkeye Commonwealth, that for so long a time was his home. 


Jehiel Burr Hurlburt covered a number of varied activities in 
his long and busy life of more than eighty-six years. He was 
farmer, teacher, California pioneer, “forty-niner,” citizen, soldier 
and civil officer. He spent his boyhood in the manner common to 
the lads of the rural communities of his times, working on the 
farm in the summer and attending the country schools in the 
winter. His removal from Connecticut to Ohio when he was 
fourteen witnessed a continuance of the same yearly program, 
farm work during the summer months and attendance upon the 
rural school in the winter. Thus it came about in the most 
natural way that he graduated from the school benches to the 
seat of the teacher. He taught for seven consecutive winters in 
Ohio and Illinois. In the latter state he taught in the towns of 
Bloomingdale and Nauvoo. While teaching in Nauvoo, he con- 
tracted the prevailing ‘“‘gold fever,” and laid his plans during the 
winter of 1851-52 for an overland trip to California. He and his 
brother, Belden Goodwin Hurlburt, started upon their journey 
in the early spring of 1852, and were six months in making the 
overland journey to the Pacific coast. When they arrived in 
the territory of central Iowa, they found that the grass had not 
grown sufficiently for their oxen. So they encamped for a month 
on what is now the site of Mitchellville, a few miles east of Des 
Moines, until the grass was grown sufficiently to furnish good 
grazing for their oxen. This period of rest gave abundant op- 
portunity to observe the richness of the prairie soil of Iowa and 


doubtless exerted a strong influence upon him in determining his 
future location in Iowa. 


” 


Nothing of an unusual nature happened to his party in this 
long, weary and monotonous journey. They found much of the 
way lined with the wrecks of wagons, oxbows, discarded boxes, 
the bones of dead cattle and sometimes those of human beings. 
They at last arrived at the longsought Eldorado, August 28, 1852. 
He engaged in gold mining for a short time, but meeting with 
indifferent success, he took up truck farming in the Sacramento 
valley, forty miles north of the city of the same name. 


He followed this line of work for three years, returning in the 
early part of 1856 to his home in Ohio by way of Nicaragua 
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Lake and New York City. He came to Iowa in 1857 and pur- 
chased a farm in Worth Township, Boone County. After he had 
bought his Iowa farm, he returned to Ohio and pursued the work 
of farming there for three years. November 10, 1860, he was 
united in marriage to Miss Myra Lloyd, a native of Lake County, 
the ceremony taking place in Ashtabula County. The bride had 
been a successful school teacher prior to her marriage and was a 
daughter of Lester Lloyd,-who was born in Massachusetts and 
who engaged in agriculture after his removal to Ohio. Shortly 
after their marriage Jehiel Burr Hurlburt and his bride came out 
to Iowa and took up their residence upon the farm that had been 
previously acquired, building first temporary quarters, breaking 
the prairie sod and in the course of time establishing themselves 
in a comfortable farm home. In 1896 they built and occupied 
for a time a pleasant residence in Luther, Boone County, later 
removing to Des Moines, where he died. 


Seven children blessed this union only three of whom are now 
living, Mrs. C. D. Todhunter, Mrs. Lillian L. Pratt and Jay B. 
Hurlburt, all of whom with the surviving widow live in Des 
Moines. 


Jehiel Burr Hurlburt became a close reader of the New York 
Semi-Weekly Tribune when he was only thirteen years of age, 
and for many years he read this paper with the closest atten- 
tion, following with the deepest interest the great editorials of 
Horace Greeley. He became a remarkably well-posted man in 
the political history of our country, and he could tell on a mo- 
ment’s notice just what the distinctive issues were between the 
two great political parties in any campaign for the preceding 
quarter of a century. 


He could not be indifferent to the assaults made upon the na- 
tion’s integrity by open rebellion, and in 1862 he responded to 
the call for troops by enlisting August 11 in the ranks of Com- 
pany D, Thirty-second Iowa Volunteer Infantry, commanded by 
Colonel John Scott. The regiment rendezvoused at Dubuque for 
organization and equipment and was promptly sent southward. 
It was divided at Cairo, one portion going into garrison duty at 
New Madrid and a battalion of four companies under command 
of Major Eberhart being detached for a long and arduous cam- 
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paign. The plans of this campaign led them into southern Mis- 
souri and then southward to Little Rock, Arkansas, which these 
forces succeeded in capturing after much detouring and skir- 
mishing. 

Jehiel Burr Hurlburt after having lain ill for several months 
in the hospital at Memphis received an honorable discharge and 
returned home in July, 1864. To have been a member of such a 
regiment as the Thirty-second Iowa Volunteer Infantry was in 
itself an honor. Its regimental colors, now in the capitol build- 
ing at Des Moines, are inscribed with the battles of Cape Girar- 
deau, Bayou Metaire, Fort DeRussy, Pleasant Hill, where the 
regiment suffered “the greatest loss in modern battles,” Marks- 
ville, Yellow Bayou, Lake Chicot, Tupelo, Old Town Creek, 
Nashville, Brentwood Hills and Fort Blakely. 

Jehiel Burr Hurlburt became a member of the Republican party 
at the time of its organization, voting for John C. Fremont, its 
first presidential candidate. He remained steadfast to the Re- 
publican faith until his death. In 1865 he was chosen by the 
people as county treasurer, and in 1873 he was elected county 
sheriff. In both these positions of public trust his fidelity to 
duty and his whole-souled honesty won the universal approval of 
his constituents. 

While he was county treasurer one of his best friends and 
staunchest supporters and a thoroughly trustworthy man came 
to him and wished a short loan of a sum of money from the 
county funds. His reply was, “My friend, I would stake my life 
that you would pay the loan when it would come due, but as a 
sworn custodian, I cannot and will not make any loans to anyone 
from the county funds.” This man whose request was not 
granted, far from being angered, went away esteeming more 


highly than ever the steadfast and fearless public official, who 
had refused him. 


He at all times took an intelligent interest in promoting the 
best local government, and it was often his privilege to see his 
previsions of broader national policies merge into tangible reali- 
ties, and to see some of his less discerning neighbors coming 


slowly around to viewpoints, which he had taken months in ad- 
vance of them. 


Religiously he was an almost lifelong member of the Methodist 
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Episcopal church, in the welfare of which he at all times took 
a deep and abiding interest. The following splendid tribute 
comes from J. W. Page, of Luther, Iowa: ‘“‘The forty-four years 
of acquaintance with Jehiel Burr Hurlburt had brought me to 
regard him as a man of unusual attainments. Among all those 
with whom he was associated, he was known and recognized as 
a leader in all things pertaining to the elevation and progress of 
humanity. He has left several monuments to his memory here 
in Luther. It was through his work and untiring efforts that this 
town of Luther was surveyed and established. It was through 
him that our articles of incorporation were obtained, the post 
office was secured and the Methodist Episcopal Church was built. 
It was through him that there came later our waterworks and 
our system of electric lights. If it had not been for him the 
place where our beautiful little town now stands would still be 
only a cornfield.” 


In conclusion there is given a heartfelt estimate and token of 
affection, which comes from A. J. Barkley, of Boone, Iowa. This 
tribute begins with an army experience: “In camp our company 
formed itself into five messes, selected with a view to congeniality. 
Each mess had its own cook, whose labors excused him from 
guard and police duties. Every soldier was given a daily allow- 
ance or ration, which was valued at so many cents. It consisted 
of hard-tack, “sow belly” (fat pork), coffee, beans, sugar, rice 
and salt. While on the march no attention was paid to the mess 
and each soldier got his own meal as best he could. At Little Rock 
after the long five-hundred mile march, where for weeks we had 
been confined to coffee, hard-tack and fat meat, we were allowed 
once more our full rations. Every man wanted his full share, 
was willing to fight for it and grumbled continually. Many 
thought they were not getting their full rations. Company com- 
missary sergeants were selected with a view to their fitness to 
oversee the proper distribution of the rations. Because of hun- 
ger, through jealousy and possibly for other good reasons, a 
general cry went up for the selection of a man, whose honesty 
could not be questioned, a man with force, courage and general 
good judgment, who could be trusted absolutely, one who could 
calculate quickly and accurately the exact amount each mess 
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was entitled to receive. Such a choice was deemed necessary be- 
cause it was well known that soldiers in other regiments had been 
frequently imposed upon and sometimes tricked out of food, 
that had afterwards been sold by the regimental commissary or 
quartermaster. 


“Many times good men who had been selected to act as com- 
pany commissary sergeants were found to be incompetent and 
could not get at things correctly and were beaten out of rations, 
which they should have drawn. In the event that the quarter- 
master or regimental commissary was short on certain articles of 
food, their value could be taken in other kinds, so the different 
cooks could choose more of one kind or less of another, and yet 
get their full allowance or money’s worth. Some companies had 
more men on duty than did other companies; some were absent 
in the hospital or on detached service. So the men who remained 
in the company were to be provided for according to their num- 
bers. Taking all these matters into account, it required the 
services of an unusually careful and methodical man, who could 
quickly and correctly fill the bill or order for his company. 


“These are the reasons why, when one night a heated discus- 
sion had been carried on until long after midnight and when a 
riot was brewing, Jehiel Burr Hurlburt. was called out and was 
literally forced to take this responsible place without extra pay. 
He was the unanimous choice of his company for the position of 
commissary sergeant. He was conspicuously successful in this 
work. His judgment seemed to be infallible, and his ability to 
secure and then to distribute to each mess its exact portion was 
remarkable. His honesty was unquestioned. As to some of his 
more outstanding personal characteristics, I never knew him to 
make an indelicate allusion, or do a questionable thing. He never 
countenanced evil, yet he seldom rebuked an offender. He was 
a remarkably well informed man, and in certain chosen lines his 
range of reading was very wide. At home for many years he read 
and literally devoured Horace Greeley’s New York Semi-Weekly 


Tribune. In his reading, he remembered everything of impor- 
tance. 


“For years back he could upon a moment’s notice relate the 
distinctive issues that were at stake in the different national 
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political campaigns. He could name offhand the cabinet mem- 
bers under each president. He could name with equal facility 
the governors of the different states of the Union in office, all 
the United States senators and all the more prominent members 
of Congress from the several states. He had accustomed himself 
to think in states and nations, just as most men think in town- 
ships and in counties. 


“He understood all about such things as Mason and Dixon’s 
line, the Missouri Compromise, the Kansas-Nebraska bill, the 
Emancipation Proclamation, the Fifteenth Amendment, the 
Greenback issue, the Sixteen to one silver fad, and the Santa 
Fe trail. He could go minutely into the history of any one of 
these topics and could discuss them and a large number of 
other kindred subjects in a most entertaining and instructive 
way for hours at atime. In his wide range of reading, he pigeon- 
holed everything that was worth while in his marvelous memory. 
Everything was thus carefully catalogued in his mind and filed 
away for ready reference in the future, and everything that he 
had ever read, that was worth remembering, he could call up on 
a moment’s notice. Hence he was an authority on so many things 
covering a century or more that lawyers, politicians, historians 
and editors consulted him as they would go to an encyclopedia. 
He was a loyal soldier, a good citizen and a Christian gentleman 
of the highest type. He had strong convictions and courage. 
But he was modest and not offensive in either declaring or de- 
fending his principles. He was a close observer, a student of 
men and of public measures. 

“But his disposition was so retiring and his modesty so becom- 
ing that he was never before the footlights, nor did he ever allow 
himself to become conspicuous. He despised a tattler and simply 
tolerated men whose ideas never rose higher than the bunghole 
in a beer keg. He was ‘air-tight,’ close-mouthed, and had but 
few confidants or intimate friends, but numerous acquaintances. 
He had a keen, analytical mind, and was an independent, 
thoughtful man, who loved truth and despised hypocrisy and 
pretense. I knew him well, better and more intimately, possibly, 
than any other man in Boone County. I loved him and revered 


his memory.” 
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THE SABBATH A PHYSICAL NECESSITY 
By Hon. Howarp M. ReMLey’ 


The success of an invention brings honor to the inventor. 
Edison holds a high place in the esteem and admiration of men, 
because he has so combined the various laws of matter as to in- 
crease the power of mankind over nature, and add to the comfort 
and enjoyment of our race. Keely has spent years of toil and 
thousands of dollars in an effort to solve the problem of per- 
petual motion. Again and again he has announced that he had 
made the fortunate discovery, but as often has he been com- 
pelled to disclose his own failure. And now he is held in deri- 
sion as one whose unbalanced mind is chasing a phantasy. 

This is pre-eminently true in military and political life. The 
general whose campaigns terminate successfully is lauded and 
worshipped as a hero, but he who fails is court-martialed and 
disgraced. The politician who is carried into office upon some 
tidal wave of passion or prejudice is considered a wise and 
sagacious statesman, while he who is defeated sinks out of sight. 
The Creator has made the solar system and controls it by fixed 
laws. He has made man, combining matter with intelligence 
and emotions, and subject to physical laws as well as mental 
action and moral obligation. He, doubtless, intends that the 
human race should increase in numbers, gain dominion over na- 
ture and enjoy the full fruition of health and happiness. What- 
ever we may do to improve the condition and increase the enjoy- 
ment of ourselves and those around us is aiding thus far in car- 
rying out God’s plan, and we become to that extent coworkers 
with him. The highest honor that men can give -to the Great 
' Ruler is to work with him in bringing to a speedy realization his 
benign intentions towards the human race. There is no possible 
doubt about the success of his plans, but if we would show him 
highest honor we must be found working with him. 


1The author of this article, Hon. H. M. Remley, is an old and highly honor 
citizen of Anamosa, Iowa, having had a long and successful cnteer Bes oe 
lawyer. He served as one of the judges of the Righteenth Judicial District from 
1896 to 1902. This article, “The Sabbath a Physical Necessity,” was written and 
read by him before a religious association in Cedar Rapids in 1888. Besides 
showing a cosmopolitan spirit, a breadth of view, and a clearness of diction, it 


pee “alae oni glimpses of affairs and conditions a third of a century ago.— 
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For our good, and only because it is for our good, God has 
given certain rules to govern us known as the moral code. These 
rules are intended to prevent us from throwing ourselves under 
the domain of the inflexible laws of nature and being crushed 
by them. Because murder, drunkenness, sensuality and other 
vices tend surely to disease, death and extermination, God has 
commanded us to refrain from these. If we commit these acts 
our course and influence delay the fulfillment of God’s plan, 
and we thus bring dishonor upon him. Theologians say such 
acts are sins, because they are forbidden. We would rather say 
they are forbidden because they corrupt and degrade mankind, 
hence retard God’s plans, hence dishonor him. The commands 
“Thou shalt” and “Thou shall not” were mercifully given to aid 
us in knowing and avoiding the maelstrom of passion and appe- 
tite and escaping the inexorable consequences of violated physi- 


cal law. 


To those who recognize the right of the Creator to declare his 
laws, and his munificence in so doing, and the duty of the crea- 
ture to obey—to such no argument is necessary to establish the 
obligation to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. But 
to the many who have no definite conception of the Deity and 
their relation to him—who look upon God as antagonistic to 
them, a material, physical argument has great weight. It is to 
such and from this standpoint we discuss the subject before us. 


Men who have no respect for the Divine character and re- 
gard for his word frankly admit the necessity of a law against 
murder, theft, robbery, false swearing, because the immediate 
and direct result of these crimes is to make insecure person and 
property. Hence they join with the most devout in commending 
and enforcing the laws of our land against such crime. But 
because the effect of the violation of the fourth commandment 
does not so closely follow disobedience, they overlook it. They 
flatter themselves that in disregarding this commandment they 
only shock the sense of propriety in weak women and sentimental 
men, and gain the more time for their worldly plans and en- 
joyments. If we convince them that the Sabbath was made for 
man, that a faithful and honest observance of that day is as es- 
sential to their success as security of property is, then they would 
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be as ready as Christians to enforce the proper observance of the 
Sabbath. If we can show them that refraining from all labor 
on the Sabbath will increase their wealth, not diminish it; that 
by resting one day in seven the number of working days in their 
lives will be greater instead of less; that by denying themselves 
amusement and excitement on that day their lives will be filled 
with a larger measure and more continuous enjoyment—then will 
these worldly men march hand in hand with those who acknowl- 
edge a higher allegiance in fighting valiantly for the Sabbath. 

And when statesmen are convinced that the quiet and rest of 
the Sabbath is the governor or regulator which prevents the 
wear and friction of busy, bustling life, from tearing the political 
machinery to pieces, which causes the national pulse to beat 
healthily and steadily, then will they insist that the Sabbath 
shall be a day on which shall cease all commercial and national 
activity. 

As education, once unappreciated by the individual and neg- 
lected by the state, is now prized as the source of power, and 
fostered by the nation as the very foundation of free government, 
so will the time come when the people and the nation will esteem 
the Sabbath as its choicest treasure. 

God never did hurry—never will: hurry—never can hurry. 
Hurrying is the result of faulty plans, of bad management. By 
hurrying we try to make up for delay, for accident, for neglect, 
for misjudgment, for ignorance. But God knows all, governs 
all and does not need to counteract and guard against imperfec- 
tions in himself or his plans. Hurry produces strain upon the 
muscles and the mind, causes waste of nerve power, and confu- 
sion of thought in competition in business, and the management 
of vast enterprises in these days of steam and electricity in- 
creases the apparent demand for speed and mental strain. Reg- 
ular, calm, systematic work does not injure, but continuous worry 
and hurry destroy. We need not the Bible to prove this. Science 
teaches it, history tells it and experience and observation con- 
firm it. 

What softened the brain and. caused the premature death of 
Crocker, the great builder of the Pacific railroad? Did he gain 
wealth, or add to working days or increase his earthly enjoy- 
ment by working seven days in seven? What sent Robert Gar- 
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rett, the president of the Baltimore & Ohio railroad system, to 
the madhouse in the prime of life and surrounded by his mil- 
lions?» Why did Horace Greeley, with all his mental power and 
tenacious hold upon the public mind, his profound desire to 
educate and elevate the people—why did the sun of his life set 
beclouded in reproach and imbecility? He hurried, he worried, 
he worked himself to death. He did not rest every seventh day. 
Our statesmen, our great business managers, are departing by 
each steamer to Europe, driven from home and friends and 
country, to prolonged and enforced idleness in the vain pursuit 
of rest and health. All because they had not time to rest on the 
Sabbath. Blaine, the representative American as he is called, has 
just returned from such exile. William H. Barnum, the manager 
of the Democratic campaign during the recent presidential con- 
test, is lying hopelessly ill at his home. Flood, the California mil- 
lionaire, is on his death bed at Heidelberg, Germany. Minis- 
ters in their zeal to proclaim the gospel, permit themselves to 
come within the demands of the inexorable law of rest, and nerves 
are shattered, tempers ruined and years of usefulness are lost. 
The hospital, the madhouse, the penitentiary, the grave, cry 
aloud, if weary, working, worldly men would but heed, “Re- 
member the Sabbath day.” And Christians by faith hear a sad, 
solemn wail rising from the abode of the lost, “Oh, that I had 
remembered the Sabbath day.” 


The command bears evidence within itself that the rest en- 
joined is a physical necessity. It includes within its terms that 
neither thou nor thy cattle must do any work on that day. As 
no moral responsibility is laid upon the cattle it follows that the 
physical law requires this rest for them. All inanimate nature, 
in emphatic tones, demands rest—their Sabbath. The fields 
must have rest. The strung bow loses its elasticity. The 
stirring, pushing railroad men, who deny themselves any rest, 
all insist that their engines and cars shall run only a certain 
number of miles without rest. They say, and say truly, that con- 
tinuous revolution of the axle disintegrates the iron, causing ac- 
eident, delay and loss of property. 

Nations recognize the importance of the Sabbath. Constan- 
tine, in the fourth century, enacted a law requiring the obsery- 
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ance of the Sabbath. Our people who are so sensitive that each 
one should be free to worship God, or not worship him, accord- 
ing to the dictates of his own conscience, have placed in our laws 
this requirement. And laws are the conclusions of a people 
drawn from the experience and wisdom of the preceding ages. 
France in her impulsive haste to be rid of tyrants and tyranny, 
lifted her puny hands to resist the law of nature and of nature’s 
God by abolishing the Sabbath. And from that day she has been 
vascillating and unreliable. She has had trouble without and fac- 
tions within. 


If we would read carefully and keep the whole commandment, 
most of us would have no excuse for working on the Sabbath. 
It reads “Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work,” not 
six days of idleness with work undone, but six days of work with 
work all done. The idleness of the first six is as much forbidden 
as the labor of the seventh. Then the seventh is for well earned 
rest, welcome rest, rest for the hammer and the anvil, rest for 
the engine and the cars, rest for the horse and the ox, rest for 


the body and the mind, rest and a calm review of our life and 
its fruits, 


The laws which control the physical world and the eternal prin- 
ciples of right which rule the moral forces intertwine so closely 
and work in such perfect harmony that we cannot separate them. 
God in nature and God in revelation do not, cannot be in con- 


flict. Dr. Chandlish, of Edinburgh, in his work on “Conscience 
and the Bible,” says: 


“All things proceed according to law, and law implies intelli- 
gence and design. It seems but another step in the same direc- 
tion to reduce the moral world also with the same rigid uniformity 
of rule and order with the physical. There, too, the empire of 
law reigns. There are laws according to which our intellectual, 
our active, our social and our moral faculties are respectively reg- 
ulated in their exercise. There are laws of association governing 
the intellect, laws of motive and habit guiding the active powers; 
laws of taste and feeling controlling the social propensities; and 
laws of truth, righteousness and love determining the moral judg- 
ment. Thus man as to his whole nature is the subject of law. He 
thinks and acts, he likes or dislikes, he approves or condemns 
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according to law, according to laws proper to the different de- 
partments of his complex constitution. The violation of any of 
these is his misfortune or fault, and his misery.” 

If you do not recognize the right and authority of the Great 
Ruler, give heed to the teachings of science, the laws of nature 
and the lessons of experience and from these know that you must 
remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. And those of us who 
know in some faint degree the glorious character, the matchless 
love and infinite mercy of? our Heavenly Father, whose every 
command is given in love, who afflicts us only for our good, shall 
not we so walk in the future that our example may not be a 
stumbling block in the way of others? 

Anamosa, Iowa, Nov. 19, 1888. 
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THE GROUND BEAN AND THE BEAN MOUSE AND 
THEIR ECONOMIC RELATIONS 


By Metvin Ranpo.tpeu Gitmore, Pu.D., 


Curator of the State Historical Society of North Dakota 

There is a native wild bean found growing over an area of 
wide distribution in North America. The botanical name of 
this bean is Falcata comosa. In the Dakota language it is called 
maka ta omnicha, which means “bean of the earth’; in the 
Pawnee language it is called ati-kuraru, which means “earth 
bean.” The plant grows in dense masses over shrubbery and 
other vegetation in some places, especially along banks and at 
the edge of timber. 

It forms two kinds of branches, bearing two forms of flower, 
producing two forms of fruit. Leafy branches climb up over 
the shrubbery, but under these, in the shade, prostrate on the 
earth, starting out from the base of the main stem, are leafless, 
colorless branches, forming a network on the surface of the 
ground. The tiny, inconspicuous blossoms borne on these pros- 
trate branches are. self-pollinated and push into the leafmold 
and soft soil and there each produces a single large bean closely 
clothed by a thin, filmy pod or husk. These beans which are 
formed in the earth are about the size of Lima beans. Upon 
the upper, leafy branches are borne showy, purplish flowers ap- 
pearing like small bean blossoms. From these blossoms are pro- 
duced small bean pods about a half inch to an inch in length. 
These pods contain each from three to four or five small, hard, 
mottled beans about an eighth of an inch long. 

The large beans produced in the ground are desirable for 
food. They are of good flavor when cooked. The small beans 
of the upper branches are also good for food, but they are so 
small and difficult to harvest that not much use is made of them 
by the people. The large beans formed in the earth would 
also be hard to gather but for the help of certain little animals 
called voles, or wood mice, or bean mice. The voles dig the 
large beans and store them in considerable quantities in storage 
places which they hollow out in the ground and which they cover 
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with sticks and leaves and earth. In these places the little ani- 
mals put away sometimes a peck or a half bushel of beans. The 
scientific name of the bean mouse is Microtus pennsylvanicus. 


Throughout all the extensive range of Falcata comosa, the 
ground bean, it was sought by the people of the various Indian 
tribes to add to their food supply. The people said they did 
not take away all the beans from the voles as it would be wicked 
to loot the animals’ food stores and leave the animals to starve 
after they had worked to gather them. But they would take a 
part of the store, in a manner making themselves beggars to the 
little animals. The Omahas have a saying that “The bean mouse 
is a very industrious fellow, he even helps human beings.” 


But in all accounts I have had from the people of the Dakota 
nation the women have always said that they never took away 
any beans from the voles without making some payment in kind. 
They said it would be wicked and unjust to take the beans from 
the animals and give nothing in return. So they said they always 
put back some corn, some suet, or some other food material in 
exchange for the beans they took out. In that way they said 
both they and the little animals obtained a variety in their food 
supply. They said they thought it very wrong to deprive the 
animals of their store without such payment, but that it was fair 
if they gave a fair exchange. 

The people of the Dakota nation speak of the wood mice or 
voles by the designation of “Hintunka people.” In the Dakota 
theory of the universe they personify the maternal power and 
spirit by the name Hunka. Hunka is the mystic All-Mother in 
nature, the mother of all living beings, plant or animal, which, 
of course, includes mankind. For they do not think of mankind 
as being apart from nature and the community of life in the 
world. é 
The Dakota have a moral story which is told as follows: 


A certain woman went and plundered the storehouse of some Hin- 
tunka people. She robbed them of their entire food supply without even 
giving them anything at all in return. The next night this woman who 
had robbed the Hintunka people of all their food supply heard a woman 
down in the woods crying and saying, “Oh, what will my poor children 
do?” It was the voice of one of the Hintunka women crying over her 


hungry children. 
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The same night the woman who had done the wrong had a dream. In 
her dream Hunka appeared to her and said, “You should not have taken 
the food from the Hintunka people. Take back the food to them, or 
else your own children shall ery for food.” 


The next morning the woman told her husband what Hunka had said 
to her. Her husband said, “You would better do as Hunka tells you 
to do.” But the woman was hard-hearted and perverse and would not 
restore to the Hintunka people the food of which she had robbed them, 
neither would she give them anything in exchange. 

A short time after this a great prairie fire came, driven by a strong 
wind, and swept over the place where this unjust woman and her family 
were camping. The fire burned up her tepee and everything it contained, 
and they barely escaped with their lives. They had no food nor shelter 
and they had to wander en the prairie destitute. 


The bean mouse and its works are regarded with respect, ad- 
miration and reverence by the people of the various Indian tribes 
which benefit by its labor. They feel very resentful towards any 
seeming tendency to meddle unwarrantedly with the winter store- 
houses of the vole. Upon hearing of the desire of a white man 
to make a photograph of such a storehouse an old man of the 
Teton-Dakota on the Standing Rock Reservation expressed bitter 
resentment and declared himself ready to fight to prevent such 
a thing from being done. He said ‘““We have enough misfortune 
already, counting the war and the epidemic of influenza, without 
inviting further disaster by such sacrilege.” 

In the month of November, after the voles have harvested 
their beans and laid them up in their storehouses for the winter, 
the people often go out alone and sit near some such storehouse 
in silent meditation on the ways of Providence. At that time of 
year missionaries and priests are often pained and puzzled be- 
cause of the absence of some of their church members from 
Sunday service or from mass on Sunday morning. They do not 
know, and likely would not appreciate or understand the feel- 
ing which has caused these people to go out at such a time, not 
to the church but out to the quiet place under the open heaven 
where they sit upon the lap of Mother Earth to reverently and 
thankfully meditate upon the mysteries of nature and the won- 
derful provisions of God in nature. 

At such times they like to bring in to their homes or to their 
churches some object connected with the bean mouse and his 
marvelous ways and work. If they find some beans which the 
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vole has spilled in transportation to his storehouse, or a tree leaf 
which the bean mouse has used as ‘his sled for carrying his 
loads from field to storehouse, they will bring in such objects 
and lay them up reverently in the home or in the church with 
devout regard for prayerful meditation. Indians say that the 
vole uses a leaf of the boxelder tree, or sometimes another kind 
of a leaf of suitable shape, as a sled for gathering his stores. 

At one time an old blind man of the Teton-Dakota on the 
Standing Rock Reservation on the upper Missouri River went out 
to the vicinity of a vole’s storehouse to meditate and pray. A 
man saw him and quietly approached within hearing distance. As 
the old man was blind he did not perceive the approach of the 
observer. Thinking himself alone in the presence of the powers 
of nature, this devout old man, gave expression to his religious 
feeling in the following prayer: 

“Thou who art holy, pity me and help me pray. Thou art 
small, but thou art sufficiently large for thy place in the world. 
And thou art sufficiently strong also for thy work, for Holy 
Wakantanka constantly strengthens thee. Thou art wise, for the 
wisdom of holiness is with thee constantly. May I be wise in all 
my heart continually, for if an attitude of holy wisdom leads me 
on, then this shadow-troubled life shall come into constant light.” 
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F. M. MILLS WRITES OF KASSON 


The editor of the AnNats recently received the following very 
interesting communication from F. M. Mills, who acted so im- 
portant a part in Des Moines and Iowa affairs half a century 
ago. Mr. Mills has been for several years and is now president 
and general manager of the Sioux Falls Traction System, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. He writes that he is in good health and 
is on his job every day, though he will be ninety years old 
April 4, 1921. 


Sioux Falls, S. D., October 20, 1920. 
Hon. Edgar R. Harlan, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
Dear Sm:— 

I have just received the July number of the Annats or Iowa and am 
very much interested in the contents, so much so that I have read it 
from cover to cover. 

The picture of Governor Grimes reminds me of my first meeting him. 
I was nominated state binder at the same Republican legislative caucus 
which nominated him for United States senator. This was at the first 
session of the legislature held at Des Moines.. There was a story cur- 
rent at the Demoine House where he stopped that a passenger, alighting 
at the hotel from a stage coach, mistook the governor for the porter and 
gave him his grip to carry in and handed him a quarter for a tip, which 
the governor courteously accepted. 

The account of the Sac and Fox Indian councils of 1841 and 1842 are 
most interesting and well worthy being printed in the Anwats. 

I was greatly pleased to find in this issue the “Autobiography of Hon. 
John A. Kasson.” It is a pity that he did not add to it an account of 
the last fifteen years of his life in which some of his most important 
official services to the country occurred, as you have named them in your 
editorial note attached to his autobiography. 

Mr. Kasson came to Des Moines in 1857, just one year after I did, 
and I became acquainted with him soon after his arrival and was closely 
associated with him for most of the time he lived in Des Moines, and 
afterward had considerable correspondence with him. He was the at- 
torney of our company. He loaned me the money to build our pub- 
lishing house on Court Avenue. He prepared many of the blanks which 
we published in our list of 1,000 for county and court use. He compiled 
and edited the first law book we published, “The Civil Code of Iowa.” 
I believe this was the only book he ever was the author of. 

I was in the Wigwam when Lincoln was nominated and heard the 
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platform read which was adopted and which was mostly prepared by 
Mr. Kasson and credited to him by Horace Greeley in The Tribune. 
Mentioning Horace Greeley reminds me of a controversy I overheard 
between him and Thurlow Weed the night before Lincoln was nominated, 
of which I was the only witness. I was seated in the big parlor or 
corridor on the story above the office of the Tremont Hotel when they 
made their appearance. Weed, the manager of Seward’s campaign, 
editor of The Albany Journal, had managed to keep Greeley off the 
New York delegation because he was opposed to Seward, but Greeley 
had secured a proxy and represented the state of Oregon in the con- 
vention. The two men strode up and down the length of the room in 
hot controversy. Greeley was as urgent for Lincoln as Weed was for 
Seward. This lasted for over half an hour when they separated in 
an angry mood. I was the only person present during the whole quarrel 
and I have often wished I could have had a stenographic report of it. ° 


To revert to Mr. Kasson—his efficient services as chairman of the 
Iowa State Republican Committee and during the campaign, made him 
the most prominent Iowa Republican. His speeches were models of 
political oratory. He had the finest choice of words of any speaker I 
ever listened to. His language, both written or spoken, was perfect. 
His diction was elegant, yet plain and concise, and there was never any 
doubt as to what he meant. Every hearer could readily understand him. 

After his services as first assistant postmaster general he became a 
candidate for congress in a hotly contested campaign. In this first 
campaign he personally gave me the credit for his nomination, as he 
did several years later for his nomination in his last campaign. 


In his first candidacy there were three candidates, Mr. Kasson from 
Polk County, Hon. Thos. H. Bentgn of Council Bluffs, state superin- 
tendent of public instruction, and a third whose name I do not now 
recall. At the county convention to select delegates to the district con- 
vention at Winterset I was not present but was put on as one of the 
delegates, supposing that as I was publishing the Iowa School Journal 
which Mr. Benton edited, that of course I would be for him for con- 
gress. Mr. Benton was a prominent Mason and had many friends in 
Des Moines and the convention had been worked for him. When I 
learned I had been put on the delegation I promptly announced that I 
was for Mr. Kasson and insisted that I be left off. However, as all the 
rest of the delegation were for Benton they refused to let me off and 
insisted I should go to the convention. I warned them that if I did go 
I would do my best to nominate Mr. Kasson, and as from my busi- 
ness I had many friends in every county in the district, I thought I 
could do something for my candidate. The delegation simply laughed 
at me and said I must go with them. 

Arriving at Winterset and in going to the Methodist Church where 
the convention was held I fell in with Mr. James Jordan and we walked 
up together. I told him that as Mr. Kasson was a Des Monies man and 


612 ANNALS OF IOWA 


Mr. Benton was from Council Bluffs that it wouldn’t seem right if we 
would not at least give him a complimentary vote. He said he was 
elected as a Benton man and would have to vote for him. In going to 
our places Mr. Jordan and I occupied seats just behind the rest of the 
delegation. As soon as the organization of the convention was made, I 
moved we proceed to an informal ballot, which carried. I then insisted 
on Mr. Jordan joining me in a complimentary vote, which he did, as 
there could be no nomination on the informal ballot. When it was an- 
nounced the other members turned on Mr. Jordan and scolded him, 
which roiled him a little. On the first formal ballot I said to Mr. Jor- 
dan, “there being three candidates there can be no nominationon on this, 
now give the boys a scare and vote this time for Kasson and I won't 
ask you again.” He voted with me and then the other boys, some of 
them, cursed him and it made him mad and he stuck with me thereafter, 
and we managed to get the delegates of the third candidate, and so se- 
cured the nomination of Mr. Kasson. This pleased Polk County as the’ 
people generally were for him. Mr. Jordan became one of Mr. Kas- 
son’s strongest friends, an intimacy being formed which lasted all their 
lives. 


Two years later Mr. Kasson succeeded himself and at the close of the 
term he was again a candidate but was defeated by General Dodge after 
seventy-four ballots. In the meantime there was a great change in his 
following. Those who fought his first nomination had become his very 
warm friends, while Mr. Palmer of the Register and Mr. Thos. Withrow 
and Hub Hoxie, who had been his principal backers, turned against him 
on account of the divorce suit of Mrs. Kasson, in which Mr. Withrow 
was her attorney, and supported General Dodge. In 1866 my firm, Mills 
& Co., bought the State Register from Mr. Palmer, who made it a con- 
dition that he should retain the editorship of the paper for a year. 
Then the warm Kasson men, who had been his enemies in the first place, 
because we didn’t displace Palmer at once, became enemies of the 
Register, and at my second candidacy for state printer turned against 
me and fought me, and in connection with Judge Wright’s candidacy 
for the U. S, Senate, and the appropriation campaign for the new Capi- 
tol, helped defeat me. Mr. Kasson came home to serve in the legisla- 
ture to help secure the Capitol appropriation in which he succeeded, 
but he was influenced to vote against me. Mr. Palmer became a can- 
didate for congress against Mr. Kasson and of course I was for 
Palmer since Mr. Kasson had been induced to break with me. In that 
campaign Mr. Palmer was elected. After that for a while Mr. Kasson 
and I did not speak as we passed by. 


In the meantime we had sold the Register to the Clarkson company 
and in 1874 when Mr. Kasson was announced as a candidate for con- 
gress the Register had brought out General Williamson. For sufficient 
reasons, the smallest of which was that General Williamson had helped 
defeat me, I did my best to nominate Mr, Kasson, although we had been 
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“fernenst” each other for a few years. I had never undertaken to influ- 
ence the men in my employ to vote my way, but in this case I told the 
boys the situation and they voted for Kasson. They gave him the 
twenty-two necessary votes which gave him the township, which gave 
him the county and secured the district for him. Mr. Kasson was abroad 
during this campaign. When he returned home he came to see me and 
said that he understood his indebtedness to me and thanked me, and 
intimated he would like to renew our friendship which had been inter- 
rupted by misunderstanding. I told him plainly that I worked for him 
because I had a settlement to make with General Williamson, that in our 
previous jolt I had gotten even with him and that had squared us, and so 
there was nothing in the way. From thence on he and I were the best 
of friends. I met him in Vienna where he was very nice to me and also 
in Washington. : 

Many thought Mr. Kasson was of a cold nature. This was a mistake. 
He was nice and rather precise, but warm hearted and of lovely man- 
ners, always the perfect gentleman, a diplomat in private life as he 
was in public life. Take him all in all Iowa has never produced his 
superior. 

He referred in his autobiography to having been a Free Mason. When 
the Free Masons at Des Moines decided to build their temple, there were 
two locations named, on which the membership were about equally 
divided. I was strongly in favor of the location at the corner of 
Seventh and Walnut and the other location was on Locust Street. I 
wrote to Mr. Kasson who was a stockholder, asking him to vote for the 
Walnut Street lots, which he did, and his vote decided the location. He 
was much interested in Des Moines and in Iowa to the last. 

The Annats or Iowa deserves great credit for publishing this record 
of the life and valuable services of Iowa’s greatest and most accom- 
plished statesman and publicist. 

Sincerely yours, 
F. M. MILLS. 


WILLIAM FLOYD 
After whom Floyd County was named, 
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FLOYD COUNTY NAMED FOR WILLIAM FLOYD 
By Wituiam H. Friemrina. 


Hon. Phineas M. Casady who was a senator of this state in 
the Third and Fourth General Assemblies, was a member of the 
committee that put on the map the lines and names of about fifty 
counties then established, and was authority for the statement 
that the committee, in selecting names therefor, determined to 
name a number of the new creations in groups of three each in 
honor of characters of eminence, and an additional group of 
names of battle fields in the war with the neighboring republic of 
Mexico. One of these groups was composed of names of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence; one of men noted in 
science; one of distinguished Europeans; one of men noted for 
zeal for Ireland in revolutionary periods; groups of Indian cog- 
nomens, etc. For the group of signers of the Declaration of 
Independence were chosen William Floyd, John Hancock, and 
Charles Carroll. The writer, who prepared the compilation for 
the combined census figures of the first sixty years of Iowa his- 
tory, was under the impression that the county of Floyd was 
named in honor of Sergeant Floyd of the Lewis and Clark expe- 
dition, who perished during that expedition, and whose memory 
is perpetuated in a monument near Sioux City, where he died. 
Judge Casady, afterwards communicating the facts as to the 
naming of the new counties of 1851, informed the writer hereof 
that Floyd County was named in honor of William Floyd who 
was the first from New York to sign the Declaration. This 


- being the case, it is thought well to give to the public the facts 


in respect to that county’s cognomen, and also relate something 
of the history of the patriot whose name the county bears. 
William Floyd was born in Suffolk County, Long Island, New 
York, December 17, 1734. An ancestor, his great-grandfather, 
coming from the principality of Wales eighty years before, set- 
tled at Setauket, in the same county. There William Floyd 
lived and became interested in the colonial efforts for freeing the ~ 
colonies from the oppression of the Imperial Government. In 
1775 he was elected to the Continental Congress, where he re- 
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mained for several years, being out of that body only about one 
year until after the war was over. The provincial congress of 
New York was slow in instructing its delegates to vote for in- 
dependence, and Floyd and his colleagues were rather embar- 
rassed in view of the fact that if they did not vote for the Decla- 
ration they would be in a sort of opposition to the Congress. 
But, when the trying time came, Mr. Floyd led the way among 
the New York delegates as signer. 


A loyalist legislature had held to power in New York for 
several years; and it was not before a convention was chosen by 
the people, in defiance of royal authority, that the colony de- 
clared for independence. New York was tryingly situated. Her 
seaport was likely to fall into the hands of the enemy, a British 
corps was already in possession of Staten Island, at the mouth 
of the great harbor, and a British army was threatening from 
Canada. But a convention chosen by freeholders, who felt 
they were in danger of losing their possessions should the re- 
bellion fail, nevertheless declared for independence, and on 
July 9 New York joined the other colonies, where Floyd led the 
way in signing, followed by Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, 
and Lewis Morris. It is said of him that in Congress, while 
not much of a speechmaker, he was a valuable member of the 
committee, being clear-headed and a man of strong character. 


When the British made their first raid on Long Island he 
headed a company of militia and drove them off, but in the year 
of independence he and his family were driven across Long 
Island Sound and for several years he did not see the property 
nor derive benefit from it. His house was used for cavalry 
barracks. He was made a state senator by the Senate, as the 
locality he was to represent was occupied by the enemy so 
that popular elections were not permitted, but he was afterward 
elected to the Senate by the regular voters, holding that position 
about five years. In 1786 he was made brigadier-general of the 
state militia. In 1787 he was chosen a member of the Council 


of Appointment, an organization peculiar to the state of New 


York under its first constitutions. It was composed of four 


senators chosen from as many districts by the Assembly, as the 
other house is designated in that state. He was a representative 
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in the first Congress under the Constitution, but declined a re- 
election. 
In 1795 he was the Republican candidate for lieutenant-goy- 


ernor, but was defeated by a Iederalist, Stephen Van Rensselaer. 
About that time he removed to Oneida County. Living there, 
he was again elected to the State Senate from the western dis- 
trict. In 1800, 1804, and 1820 he was presidential elector, vot- 
ing as such twice for Jefferson and once for Monroe. 

On the anniversary of Independence Day in 1821, a century 
ago the present year, the people of Utica presented an affec- 
tionate and patriotic address to him to which he made this ap- 
propriate reply: 


Gentlemen: The friendly and respectful address you present me in 
behalf of a number of my fellow-citizens, who are met together for the 
purpose of celebrating the independence of America, gives me pleasure, 
because it brings to my mind, that the measures which were pursued, 
and the firmness of those men who lived and were active in the Revolu- 
tion, laid the foundation for that extensive happiness and prosperity 
which the inhabitants of the United States enjoy, beyond what is en- 
joyed by the people of any other country in the world. And it is a con- 
solation to me to hope, that the same happiness and prosperity may be 
enjoyed by generations yet unborn. I am, with great respect, your 
obedient servant. 


William Floyd. 

One month later, August 4, 1821, General Floyd died at his 
home in Westernville, Oneida County, in the eighty-seventh year 
of his age. Excepting two of the committee that drafted the 
Declaration whose deaths on the fiftieth anniversary of the day 
afford one of the most marvelous coincidences in all history, 
and Charles Carroll, he was the last survivor of the signers of 
the great instrument. 

An obituary notice of General Floyd said of him, “The char- 
acter and conduct of the deceased were in conformity with the 
exalted station which it was his happiness to fill. He was loved, 
respected and revered by all who knew him. His conduct in 
private life was as commendable as his public works were 


glorious.”’ 
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HENRY CLAY DEAN’S “CORRESPONDENCE” 
WITH HORACE GREELEY 
By Jonnson BrigHaM 


There were epithet-slingers in those days. As great and 
good as was Horace Greeley, there were times when the philoso- 
pher and sage of the T'ribune threw reason and philosophy to 
the winds, and seizing the readiest weapons of speech, hurled 
them at the opponents of his views with a scornful petulance 
which closed debate. Occasionally he found his match in in- 
vective—as in the case of Henry Clay Dean, of Iowa. 

In Dean’s “Crimes of the Civil War’ was a chapter’ entitled 
“Correspondence between the author and Horace Greeley.” The 
unconscious humor in the chapter heading lies in the fact that 
Dean’s part of the correspondence covers more than eleven pages, 
while Greeley’s part is only a brief note of five lines. 

In October, 1867, Dean opened the one-sided “correspondence” 
by calling the Tribune editor to account for applying to the 
Greenbackers of that time the epithets “swindler,” “villain,” etc., 
and challenging him to a joint discussion of the question of pay- 
ing the public debt in greenbacks. 

Greeley addressed Dean, then at Mount Pleasant, Iowa, ,say- 
ing: “Should I ever consent to argue the propriety and policy 
of wholesale swindling, I shall take your proposal into consider- 
ation. I do not know where the cause of national villainy could 
find a fitter advocate than yourself.” a a 

Dean replied in a ten page letter, in which he indulged in 
much irony, more insinuations and a torrent of abuse, then at 
some length defended his position and concluded by renewing 
his challenge to a joint debate. f 

He acknowledged the “‘polite note” of September 8; was not 
surprised at the “courteous tone”; noted the “jewels of litera- 
ture” hitherto “confined to the barroom and ball alley,” but now 
“redeemed from their vulgar use,” having been found to fit the 
author’s thought and style. 


1“Crimes of the Civil War, and Curse of the Funding System,” by Henry Clay 

Dean. A copy of this scarce book is in t : His- 

Smt Peete is in the Iowa Authors collection of the 
*Chapter XI, pp. 242-53. 
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Dean then proceeded to charge Greeley and the “freebooters 
and highwaymen” of whom he is presumably the leader in villainy, 
with responsibility for “the burning of cities, the overthrow of 
states, the murder of the innocents,” the despotism of capital 
and “the robbing of the poor” that the opulent may riot in 
luxury. Then follows an extended argument; this with a page 
of abuse in which he charges the editor with many crimes and 
affairs including the pocketing of “‘a thousand dollars as a gift 
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of river contractors,’ and of withholding testimony incriminat- 
ing himself. He did, however, credit Greeley with giving bail 
to relieve Jefferson Davis. He concluded with a renewal of his 
challenge. 

It is needless to add that the veteran journalist had too much 
self-respect to respond to the challenge or to dignify the libels 


by noticing them. 


ANNALS OF IOWA. 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


THE GROUND BEAN AND BEAN MOUSE 


We are publishing in this issue an unusually interesting article 
on “The Ground Bean and the Bean Mouse,” by Dr. Melvin 
Randolph Gilmore, of the State Historical Society of North 
Dakota. It relates to a kind of vegetable food used by the 
Indians before the coming of the white people, to their manner 
of procuring the food, and to their mystical beliefs concerning 
a supreme power supplying their needs. It affords a glimpse 
into conditions here, especially along our wooded streams, in what 
was then an uncharted region, but a part of which is now our 
own Iowa. In a letter to the editor of the AnNats Dr. Gilmore 
says “Strange that our people should have been in occupation 
of America for 300 years and never tried to even become ac- 
quainted with America, but on the contrary tried every way to 
thoroughly eradicate everything American until just recently, 
and most people are still trying to do that.” Dr. Gilmore is 
doing much to help the new America to become better acquainted 
with the real America, the America as nature had fashioned it 
when it was found by our race a few short generations ago. His 
work on “Uses of Plants by Indians of the Missouri River 
Region,” published in the Thirty-third Annual Report of the 
Bureau of American Ethnology, is a distinct contribution to that 
information. 


As to the geographical distribution of the ground bean Dr. 
Gilmore says, “The range of the ground bean, and of its use for 
food by Indians, is from New Brunswick to Florida at the east, 
and from Manitoba to Louisiana on the west,” and again, “the 
ground bean is native over all Iowa, * * * * , And wherever 
the plant was found it was used for food; so it was used over all 
Iowa. Every tribe having access to the ground beans used them, 
and that would be all the tribes in the plant’s range.” And again, 
“I think that the ground bean ought to be experimented with 
to find what possibilities it may have for cultivation.” 
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Young Bear of the Musquakies, of Tama, tells us he is ac- 
quainted with the bean Doctor Gilmore describes, with the uses 
he imputes to it and with the practice of taking the beans from 
the winter store of the mice. He says also that his people never 
failed to substitute for the bean something to maintain mouse life. 
Apropos of this subject we quote from “The History of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition,’ by Elliott Coues, Vol. I, page 
161, as follows: “We visited both the villages, and sat convers- 
ing with the chiefs for some time, during which they presented 
us with a bread made of corn and beans, also corn and beans 
boiled; and a large rich bean which they take from the mice of 
the prairie, which discover and collect it.” This is in the lan- 
guage of Lewis and Clark, written under date of October 11, 
1804, on page 103 of their original journal. Their camp that 
day was on the east side of the Missouri River, about twelve 
miles above where the Grand River empties into the Missouri 
from the west, or in the southwest part of what is now Campbell 
County, South Dakota. 


J.D. EDMUNDSON CALLS ATTENTION TO 
INACCURACIES 


Our friend, J. D. Edmundson, has called our attention to an 
apparent error in the January, 1921, edition of the Annats, in 
connection with our reprint of ‘“Galland’s Iowa Emigrant.” ‘To- 
ward the end of that reprint there is included “An Act now in 
force in Iowa,” (the date of publishing the Galland book was 
1840) and at the end of the act occur the words, “Approved 
January 19, 1838.” Now the first Territorial Assembly of Iowa 
Territory did not convene until November 12, 1838, so how could 
the act have been approved before the convening of the assembly? 
On investigation we find this particular act was enacted by the 
Territorial Legislature of Wisconsin, being cited as “Act No. 
97, of the Territorial Legislature of 1837-38,” and “received the 
governor’s approval January 19, 1838.” What afterward be- 
came Iowa was then a part of Wisconsin Territory, so that act 
became “in force” in what afterwards was Iowa. When Iowa 
Territory was formed the laws of Wisconsin Territory prevailed 
in Iowa so far as applicable, but when the first legislative as- 
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sembly of Iowa Territory met in November, 1838, it proceeded, 
among other things, to re-enact those of the Wisconsin statutes 
it desired, and among others it re-enacted this particular one 
which is set out in Galland’s book, and it received the governor’s 
approval on January 25, 1839, the very last day of the session. 
(See Statutes of the Territory of Iowa, First Session, page 389.) 
Dr. Galland must have had the copy of the Wisconsin statute with 
its date of approval before him when he wrote the copy for his 
book, but at the date of publication which the book bears, 1840, 
the Iowa statute with its date of approval, was the one he should 
have used. ; 

Mr. Edmundson also corrects a footnote in “Beginnings” by 
Tacitus Hussey, where at page 32 Mr. A. D. Jones is credited 
with laying out the city of Council Bluffs. We set out below a 
copy of an affidavit narrating the truth with respect to this: 
THOMAS TOSTEVIN (THOS) AFFIDAVIT 

TO Sworn 19 January, 1904 
THE PUBLIC Filed with Abstract Company 

On oath states:—I am and have been since the year 1854 a resident 
of the City of Council Bluffs, Iowa; my profession is that of a Civil 
Engineer and Surveyor; that I am familiar with the location of the land 
for which Franklin Street, as County Judge of Pottawattamie County, 
Iowa, received Patent from the United States Government, which are 
as follows:—(among other) SE14 Section 25, Township 75, Range 44. 

That in the spring of 1854 under the direction of Franklin Street, 
County Judge as aforesaid, I completed a survey of a portion of said 
lands which survey was made for the purpose of assisting said County 
Judge in carrying out the provisions of the Act of the Legislative Assem- 
bly of the State of Iowa, relative to the disposal of said lands, that I 
surveyed the different claims of the various occupants, giving each a 
description by metes and bounds and numbered each and all of said 
claims as lots, which from that time were and still are designated as 
Original Plat Lots in said City; that same metes and bounds descriptions 
are of record in the office of the Recorder of Pottawattamie County, 
Iowa, in Book K, of said records. 


Sworn 19 January, 1904, before H. F. Rohling, Notary Public (seal) 
Pottawattamie County, Iowa. 


GREGG’S DOLLAR MONTHLY. 
In this issue we are publishing several articles from Gregg’s 
Dollar Monthly and Old-Settlers’ Memorial, recently acquired, 
which was published at Hamilton, Illinois, in 1873, 1874 and 
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1875, and we plan to continue the articles from time to time. 
The articles in this issue relate principally to the history of the 
Mormons at Nauvoo. They are written by the editor, Thomas 
Gregg, who was familiar with the events he-relates, having been 
a citizen of that vicinity at the time the Mormons occupied Nau- 
voo. He was an actual eyewitness of many of the events he re- 
lates, and had a personal acquaintance with most of the leading 
characters of that locality during those times. Thus the history 
comes to us with the directness and freshness of those who were 
in a measure actual participants in its making. Other and sub- 
sequent articles that we shall publish from the Dollar Monthly 
relate to events and conditions in very early Iowa times. Mr. 
Gregg was a person of ability and experience as a newspaper 
man and a writer. At one time he published a paper at Montrose 
and he served for a time as justice of the peace for Lee County, 
Wisconsin Territory, by virtue of appointment by Governor 
Henry Dodge, when what is now Iowa was a part of Wisconsin 
Territory. We hope at an early date to give a biographical 
sketch of Mr. Gregg. 


ABSTRACT OF THE MINUTES OF THE STATE BOARD 
OF CONSERVATION 


January 23, 1920 

Fort Dodge Area—Board held joint meeting with local committee’ of 
Fort Dodge. Received proposition to acquire 13 acres east of Des 
Moines River, and the areas known as Boneyard Hollow and Wood- 
man’s Hollow on the west side, in all about 457 acres, for $38,500, the 
committee agreeing to secure donations of lands for roads leading to 
these areas, and a donation of $10,000 either in money or additional lands. 
Above proposition was recommended to Executive Council for accept- 
ance. 

Fesruary 6, 1920 

Rice Lake—Petitions were presented asking for the restoration and 
improvement of Rice Lake. 

Resolutions—Resolutions were adopted’ recommending to the Execu- 
tive Council as follows: That certain lands adjacent to Backbone Park, 
Delaware County, containing a mill, dam, and pond, owned by R. H. 
Bowers, be acquired if a satisfactory price can be agreed upon; that 
some 175 acres adjacent to and within the Keosauqua Park, which were 
formerly held too high, but are now priced more reasonably, viz., some 
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at $100 per acre and some at $40 per acre, be acquired; that the atten- 
tion of the Executive Council is hereby called to the John White land, 
a part of the Keosauqua Park purchase, as it may not contain the . 
amount of land it is presumed to contain. 

Fesruary 7, 1920 

Requests for Parks——People of Peterson ask for establishment of a 
park there, of which they send map and photographs; requests were re- 
ceived for the reservation of Goose Lake, which were referred to the 
State Highway Commission. 

Resolutions and Motions—Resolutions and motions were adopted 
covering the following matters: That the Executive Council be re- 
quested to appoint a committee to confer with this Board and the fish 
and game warden to make rules and regulations for the management of 
parks; that the Executive Council be requested to proceed to acquire 
by purchase or condemnation the necessary ground needed to complete 
the park at Oakland, Pottawattamie County, and to accept the title by 
gift of the remainder of the area; that the Executive Council be re- 
quested to publish the report of the engineer of the Fish and Game 
Department; that the gift of C. M. Mather of some fifteen acres of land 
on the Shell Rock River near Greene, and of land for a driveway thereto, 
be recommended to the Executive Council for acceptance, the park to 
be named Roosevelt Park; that the Executive Council be recommended to 
acquire some twenty-five acres near Waverly, the citizens offering to 
contribute $2,500 ta apply on the purchase, and to assist financially in 
other ways; that the committee of the Board and Executive Council be 
empowered to acquire some twenty acres adjoining Lepley Park near 
Union, Hardin County, which would connect it with the shores of the 
Iowa River. 

Reports.—Reports were made to the Board by the chairman as fol- 
lows: That Estherville people are trying to get options on a desirable 
tract near there to preserve it; that he and the secretary visited the 
suggested area near Keokuk, and that conditions there are in abeyance; 
that progress is being made on Eldora-Steamboat Rock area. 


Marcu 5, 1920 

Motions.—Motions were passed covering the following matters: That 
the secretary take up with the document editor the publication of an 
appendix to the forthcoming report, to include matters of recent date; 
that the secretary be directed to request by written communication to 
the auditor of state and treasurer of state that they furnish the Board 
with a transcript of the entries showing the charges entered against the 
funds provided in Sec. 3, Chap. 368, 1919, and Sec, 14f, Chap. 273, 1919; 
that the secretary take up the matter of securing maps of areas in pro- 
cess of acquisition; that the matter of cultivation of areas which are in 
a state of cultivation within the Keosauqua Park area, be referred to 
Harlan, he to report; that correspondence and matters relating to the 
proposed Theodore F, Clark Park in Tama County, be referred to Ford 
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and Pammel; that the Toolsboro Mounds area be referred to Harlan; 
that the Storm Lake correspondence be referred to Pammel; that the 
correspondence relating to Park Place Addition, Muscatine, be referred 
to the attorney-general for an opinion as to whether the state could 
acquire legal title in the way proposed. 

Reports—Harlan reported progress on Tama area and the Keokuk 
project. 

Resolutions Resolutions were adopted concerning matters as follows: 
Recommending to the Executive Council that H. E. Rees be continued 
as custodian of the Keosauqua Park, that it be determined under whose 
directions custodians shall perform their duties and from what fund they 
shall be paid; requesting that Executive Council fix a date for the dedi- 
cation of Backbone Park, Delaware County, and authorizing the Board to 
arrange for its dedication and for dedication of other areas as it finds 
expedient; requesting that Odessa Lake area, Louisa County, some 800 
acres now owned by the state, be assigned to this Board as a park area, 
if power exists, and if there is no authority therefor, that proper steps 
be taken to hold the title and secure title through legislative enactment. 


Marcu 19, 1920 

Resolutions—Resolutions were adopted covering matters as follows: 
Requesting Executive Council to accept, cost free, from Mrs. May Clark 
McCornack some twenty-five acres of land in Tama County, to com- 
memorate the life of her father, Theodore F. Clark, and to be known as 
‘Theodore F, Clark Park; requesting Executive Council to purchase some 
two acres adjacent to the Farmington Park, the same to complete the 
area of some 100 acres given by the citizens of Farmington to the state, 
and that right of way from existing highway to park be secured by pur- 
chase or condemnation; that the Board and Executive Council accept the 
proposal of citizens of Beaman, Grundy County, to contribute $5,000 
toward the purchase of a certain sixty acres adjacent to the town of 
Beaman, and that the state add $7,000 to the amount contributed by 
the citizens; that the Executive Council is requested to provide a suitable 
form of diploma, which may be autographed by members of the Board 
and the Executive Council, to be presented to those public-spirited pri- 
vate citizens who have contributed valuable services, property or land to 
the furtherance of the state park policy; that upon the citizens of 
Waverly presenting evidence of their having carried out their proposal, 
that the Executive Council be requested to appropriate $3,500 to pay 
the balance for the area, and that if the land cannot be purchased for 
$6,500 that condemnation proceedings be commenced; that the State 
Highway Commission be requested to furnish maps of the areas known 
as the Ledges, Boneyard Hollow and Woodman’s Hollow, with markers 
on the grounds showing the boundaries; requesting Executive Council 
to purchase sand dune lands, not to exceed 300 acres, adjacent to Blue 
Lake, Monona County, and 25 acres of hardwood land, provided 
local interests share in the initial cost to a liberal extent; that in 
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view of its historical traditions, when the same be given a name it shall 
be one relating to the Lewis and Clarke expedition; that the Executive 
Council be requested to appropriate not to exceed $200 to the use of 
the Board for planting parts of this area in trees; requesting the Execu- 
tive Council to use whatever power it may have to turn over to the cus- 
tody of the Board lands within the meander lines of Blue Lake and 
other lakes in the state, which lands are shown in the following list: 


Acres of excess of 


Lake and County es meandered areas 
Pickerel, Clay and Buena Vista. ........+seeeeeeeeee seers 5 
Tow Head, Calhoun ...c. 0. 60 <2ias eonies cdgas ens sia le eanem 40 
North Twin, Calhoun: od. 5. <clvic cle ves a cles eidiaiainieiva sere sture 87 
South: ‘Twin, Calhounes occas sss 0e.c sep wie siecnim elu ters le ion slater aterm 4 
Silver; Delaware «406.6 sss\as ss oes wuive «ae owe tle Vim ule alee 13 
Spirit, Dickinson . 2.0.00. 0 s-ccwswsienssanctees ea dewaw ewes 24 
West Okoboji; Dickinson 5 5 1521. 2 2c .s Sakis gee ntes see me 
Center, Dickinson \..05.4 os Soede ceded os eee alee es ane 65 
Ditamond,: Dickinson... 63's Secs CSI acces Cea ee ee 55 
Welch, Dickinson .. os.<<dSss ds Secaceawn ee oie oe nice eee 18 
Swan, Dickinson... «1 cs 0s ales einiaeis ware = viele eee ee 13 
Prairie, Dickinson \s.cc%-cs.0s oc on s-viswes 3 cle iv ees Si ee 81 
Pleasant, .. Dickinson: «*sists,5 «Sista! aise es 9 ate ee eet ee 35 
Jefferson Slough, Dickinson ..<\<<.:'edscnle seine Sule eee ee 20 
Grass, Emmet) sjcsivisiss0 Vues cele ws Site as si eee ease cee 27 
Birge; Emmet ccs cwares sexi soe45 oe eed Slants ae eee 28 
Four ‘Mile, Bonrmmet aig: siess'c era's 0.0 64 alo cha eesrene pa ee ie ee 34 
Mud, Eramet ccc ahs sysrerecis soe are wiv tow n/aln le 9k ratenci ea 59 
High, « ommet ‘woss;at nine stems nieuns.ci0s eras cheiels ee aie eas eae 16 
Twelve: Mile, Emmet ss. iiis dicisivis «ste 95, alsin oles eee 79 
Little: Wall, Hramilltonis sk ssp siaiy annua sicre 0’ alee ene a 43 
FBiagle, Hancocls s..)s::0ie's.o0:s 0is'stieitis artunie we cance ee 69 
Wood,. Hancock: si.i7 is ovate dxicn Rashi eee ee 10 
Haste Twin, Hancock iis scctis aeccwtasn ste dace bane 9 
Round, Harrison, 4.3 ../< Sos sn u's vc wide ofc Scere ane ee 712 
Odessa (lower end), Louisa (reported by Young).......... 800 
Bluey Monona acs 5.0.54: ss sinew ve oc. terete ee Se 681 
Rysh; Osceola sso i-ci.05 ib.) omiog eevee cele ae 42 
Lost Island, Palo Alto... .% .'..:%,.!s«nb<ica cee a 184 
Clear, Pocahontas’ .....Sizsis «in«s<nts acta eae eee 22 
LAscard, Pocahontas. ....... «sss s-smlsa a etuiee eae eee 17 
DARL EC aac s ans:s-as0 ic, alee Se iv «ct Raa . 84 
Silver, Worth .. ...\«.i 4 sesdih swe cuales lege 8 
Cornélia, Wright; \-) sone). acerca ee es 23 
Elm, Wright .........%s7«ss= 5 sais srglh gle mie einen 34 
Twin, Sisters’, Wright. .:........... de once 8 


Motions—Motions passed covering the following: That the Board 
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place an exhibit of pictures in the conservation department headquar- 
ters at the meeting of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs; that 
Dr. Shimek, of the State University, be allowed to select certain areas 
in present or future state parks for the pursuit of botanical research. 


Aprin 3, 1920 

Eldora-Steamboat Rock Area—Several citizens of Eldora presented a 
plan for a state park near there on the Iowa River, presenting a map, 
stating certain of the lands were being donated to the state, and repre- 
senting that the citizens were ready to pay a substantial part of the 
purchase price of the remainder, whereupon the Board adopted a reso- 
lution approving the plan and recommending to the Executive Council 
that as soon as assurances are brought that said citizens have complied 
with their part, that the area be acquired; but as to the building of a 
dam and making of a lake that the Board requests definite information 
submitted by competent engineers. 

Custodians.—Resolutions were passed requesting the Executive Coun- 
cil to fix the compensation of H. E. Rees as custodian of Keosauqua 
Park at $125 per month in accordance with Section 3, Chapter 368, Acts 
of the Thirty-eighth General Assembly, and that as to custodians at 
other parks that the Council make payment as certified by this Board, 
payment to be made out of the fund provided in the chapter above 
named, and that the authority of all temporary custodians be under this 
Board. 

Areas Referred—Communications referring to 3,300 acres south of 
Clear Lake, referred to Pammel and Albert; communication from Com- 
mercial Club of Storm Lake, referred to Pammel and Albert, with 
power to act. 

Resolutions Resolutions were adopted relating ‘to. the following: 
Recommending Executive Council to accept the gift of some nine acres 
near Union, Hardin County, and to co-operate with the Community 
Club of Union in marking and improving it, and to proceed in con- 
demning some seventeen acres connecting the tract with the Iowa River; 
that Frank N. Jacks be appointed temporary custodian of the Farm- 
ington area; that the matter of Park Place Addition to Muscatine to- 
gether with the attorney-general’s report on the title, be referred to 
Pammel; that the Board recommend to the Executive Council the ac- 
quisition by condemnation of some twenty-five acres adjacent to Roose- 
velt Park, Floyd County; that as Prof. McDonald of the Forestry De- 
partment of Iowa State College, agrees to furnish trees free of cost, to 
plant on the sand dunes adjoining Blue Lake, Monona County, as an 
experiment in tree planting, the Board recommends to the Executive 
Council that $200 be set aside to defray the expenses of planting [addi- 
tional action to that of March 19]; that as there is a series of resolu- 
tions requiring immediate action by the Executive Council, the secretary 
is directed to represent the Board at the next meeting of the Council 
and call its attention to each of these resolutions in an effort to con- 
clude all the business up to the present date. 
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NOTABLE DEATHS 


Horace E. Deemer was born at Bourbon, Marshall County, Indiana, 
September 24, 1858, and died at Red Oak, Iowa, February 26, 1917. He 
was of Dutch and Scotch-Irish descent, the grandparents of his father 
having emigrated from Holland to Pennsylvania shortly after the Thirty 
Years’ War, and his mother, whose maiden name was Elizabeth Erwin, of 
Columbus City, Ohio, was Scotch-Irish. On both sides his ancestors 
espoused the cause of the Colonists in 1776 and always were opponents 
of slavery. The blood of the Teuton and Celt mingled in his veins and 
his fine appreciation of the rights of man may be traced to the sentiments 
of rugged pioneers, who, regardless of environments believed in uni- 
versal freedom and equality. His father was a lumberman, but later 
kept a furniture store, and in assisting him, Deemer became a skilled 
carpenter. In 1866 the family removed to West Liberty, Iowa, where 
Horace, then eight years of age, attended school, being a member of the 
first class graduating from the high school of that place. After attend- 
ing the Academic Department of the State University of Iowa one year 
he entered the Law Department from which he was graduated in June, 
1879, with the degree of LL. B., and was admitted to the bar. He then 
passed several months in the offices of a firm of lawyers in Nebraska 
and, not being content, started for home. He had written J. M. Junkin, 
a member of his class, who had settled at Red Oak, to meet him at the 
train. Junkin did so and invited Deemer to join him in the practice of 
his profession. Deemer abandoned his journey and after looking over 
the field, accepted the proposition and continued a member of the firm 
until his elevation to the bench. They were successful from the first. 
Junkin, who subsequently served as state senator with distinction, de- 
parted this life several years ago. The circuit court was abolished early 
in 1886 and the number of districts and district judges increased. Deemer 
with A. B. Thornell and George Carson, recently deceased, were elected 
judges of the Fifteenth Judicial District in November of that year. The 
only objection urged against his candidacy was his youth (he was then 
twenty-eight) and some thought skill as a base ball player (Deemer was 
conceded to be one of the best in the state) was not commendatory of 
him for the position of judge. He served the people and bar as district . 
judge with great acceptability for more than seven years. He was a 
student as well as a keen observer. His readings covered a wide field 
and his studies of the law were thorough and profound. In 1894 the 
number of judges of the supreme court was increased to six. Frank 
D. Jackson was then governor of the state and upon the endorse- 
ment by the bar and people of his district of Deemer’s fitness, and his 
own knowledge of his qualifications for the place, the Governor appointed 
him to fill the vacancy created. Those who knew Judge Deemer ap- 
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proved of his selection, for at the age of thirty-five, he was as thoroughly 
equipped for the office as any lawyer in the state. His opinions, number- 
ing about two thousand, filed during a period of more than twenty-two 
years, bear conclusive evidence of his great learning as a lawyer, scholas- 
tic attainments, wide knowledge of human affairs, keen sense of justice, 
faultless logic and powerful reasoning and of that wisdom peculiar to the 
judicial temperament. All are clothed in elegant diction. His courage 
never faltered. He was as immovable as a mountain after having be- 
come convinced, save on showing of some defect in reason, logic, or the 
premises, but if that happened, and it seldom did, he was quick to cor- 
rect and eager to readjust his conclusion. In short, he was absolutely 
honest in his thinking. There is a boldness in his opinions which only 
can emanate-from a thorough mastery of the law and entire familiarity 
with the facts and a conviction of the righteousness of the judgment 
pronounced. His opinions will be his monument, though he was interested 
in many activities and a member of many societies. He belonged to the 
National Guard and at one time was inspector with rank of major. As 
member of the Supreme Court he was ex-officio trustee of the State 
Library and Historical Department, and from 1898 until his death was 
chairman of the book committee, passing on the lists of books submitted 
for purchase by the several departments—always taking a deep and 
intelligent interest in the building of a great reference library for the 
people of the state. He entertained a similar interest in the Law Library 
and the collections of the Historical Department. He was never without 
the necessary time for consultation, personally or by correspondence, with 
the heads of the several departments—Mr. Small, in charge of the Law 
Library, Mr. Aldrich, and after his death, Mr. Harlan, curator of the 
Historical Department, and Mr. Brigham, the state librarian—and he 
was exceedingly helpful to all, for he kept abreast with the work of 
each. Judge Deemer was lecturer in the Law Department of the State 
University from 1895 until 1904, and in 1900 was tendered the position 
of dean of that department. He belonged to many societies among which 
may be mentioned the Iowa Society for the Prevention of Tuberculosis, 
State Association of Charities and Corrections, American Forestry Asso- 
ciation, State and American Bar Associations, American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, American Political and Social Science Asso- 
ciation, National Association for the Promotion of Industrial Education, 
, and many others. In 1912 he published his work on “Pleading and 
Practice,” and was the author of several monographs on important sub- 
jects and delivered addresses on a wide range of subjects, only a partial 
list of which appears in a volume entitled “Iowa Authors.” The degree 
of LL, D. was conferred on him by the Iowa State University and by 
Cornell College in 1904. He received a large vote in the General Assem- 
bly in 1911 for United States senator to succeed Senator Dolliver and 
-was twice candidate for appointment as justice of the Supreme Court 
_of the United States. Judge Deemer was married J uly 12, 1882, to Jean- 
nette Gibson, a lady of culture and rare graces of refined womanhood. 
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She with one daughter and two grandsons survive him. In a sketch like 
this it is impossible to do more than enumerate the leading events of such 
a life. He filled the measure of usefulness and efficiency to the brim. 
His character and achievements are worthy of highest emulation. — 
S. M. Lapp. 


Caprain Epwarp M. SuerHan was born at Independence, Iowa, Sep- 
tember 27, 1880, and died of pneumonia, in the base hospital at Camp 
Cody, Deming, New Mexico, January 12, 1918. He spent his boyhood in 
Independence, attended school at Seminary Notre Dame, Independence, 
and the Independence High School, attended the Medical Department of 
the State University of Iowa for two years and finished his medical 
course at Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, in 1905. He was 
connected for a time with St. Joseph’s Hospital at Denver, Colorado, 
later practiced medicine two years at Elkader, Iowa, also a short time at 
Lamont, but returned to his former home at Independence in 1909 and 
entered practice there. He began his military career by enlisting in Com- 
pany EH, Forty-ninth Iowa Infantry on February 5, 1900, and remained 
a member until it was mustered out May 10, 1902. On June 16, 1902, 
he enlisted in Company L of the Forty-ninth Iowa Infantry and was 
commissioned second lieutenant. On February 12, 1907, he was honor- 
ably discharged, owing to his removal from the home station. On July 
11,1907, he re-enlisted and was commissioned second lieutenant and ap- 
pointed battalion quartermaster and commissary officer of the Fifty-third 
Iowa Infantry. August 1, 1913, he was transferred to the medical corps 
as- first lieutenant. When relations with Mexico became strained in 
1916 he closed his office, abandoning a good practice, and joined his regi- 
ment at Brownsville. Returning home that winter he resumed his prac- 
tice until the spring of 1917 when he entered service again, and was 
promoted to captain. He was put in charge of the recruiting station 
at Fort Dodge, and also of the companies who were guarding bridges 
and other property in Iowa, at Boone, Fort Dodge, Madrid and Jeffer- 
son. In the fall of 1917 for a time he was on duty in the base hospital 
at Camp Dodge, Des Moines. In September, 1917, he went with his 
regiment to Camp Cody, being on duty there at the time of his death, 


Hewry Harrison Roop was born at Greenwich, Washington County, 
New. York, February 6, 1841, and died at State Center, Iowa, October 
25, 1915. Interment was at Mount Vernon. His parents having died 
he came to Nevada, Iowa, when fifteen years old. He worked as a day 
laborer and taught school and in 1860 went from Tama to Mt. Vernon 
on foot and entered Cornell College. He remained there until in Sep- 
tember, 1861, he enlisted in Company A, Thirteenth Iowa Infantry, and 
was commissioned second lieutenant. He soon became first lieutenant 
and later, adjutant. He was then made. judge advocate of the Fourth 
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Division of the Seventeenth Army Corps, and later was mustering 
officer on the staff of General Frank P. Blair. After the war he re- 
turned to Mount Vernon and engaged in general merchandising, later re- 
stricting his business to clothing and merchant tailoring. Because of 
failing health in 1875 he entered the employ of an eastern wholesale 
clothing house and remained a traveling salesman until his death. Asa 
salesman he was very successful and his death occurred when out on 
one of his regular trips. For twenty-four years he was president of 
Crocker’s Iowa Brigade, was a past commander of the Loyal Legion, 
was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and of the Sons of 
the American Revolution. He had been a trustee of Cornell College from 
1867 and secretary of the board since 1868. He was given an honorary 
degree of Master of Arts by Cornell College. He aspired but little to 
political position, but was a delegate to the Republican National Con- 
vention of 1888 and was a presidential elector in 1900, elected on the 
McKinley ticket. On January 27, 1900, Governor Shaw nominated him 
for member of the Board of Control to succeed ex-Governor Larrabee, 
who had resigned, but the Senate failed to confirm. This, however, was 
not because of any reflection against Colonel Rood. He was universally 
regarded as a strong, influential and high-minded man. 


Cuartes Crinron Nourse was born at Sharpsburg, Maryland, April 
1, 1829, and died at his winter home at Sierra Madre, California, De- 
cember 31, 1916. He removed with his parents to Lancaster, Ohio, and 
in 1844 to Lexington, Kentucky. There he taught school from 1845 to 
1848. He graduated from the Law Department of the Transylvania Uni- 
versity at Lexington in 1850 and in 1851 came to Iowa and commenced 
practicing law at Keosauqua. In 1852 he was elected prosecuting at- 
torney of Van Buren County. In 1854 he served as chief clerk of the 
Iowa House of Representatives, and in 1856 he was secretary of the Iowa 
Senate. Upon the dissolution of the Whig party he was one of the 
organizers of the Republican party of Iowa, and was a delegate to the 
state convention which met in 1856 for that purpose. In 1858 he re- 
moved to Des Moines and engaged in the practice of law. In 1860 he 
was a delegate to the Republican national convention at Chicago which 
nominated Abraham Lincoln, he being one of the original Lincoln men, 
voting for Lincoln from first to last. He won the Republican nomina- 
tion for attorney-general of Iowa in 1860, his opponent being John A. 
Kasson, and was elected, and re-elected in 1862, serving four years. In 
1865 he was appointed a judge of the district court, but resigned after 
serving one year, and resumed law practice. From that time until 1906, 
forty years, he continuously practiced his profession in Des Moines, and 
with eminent success. In 1867 he was chairman of the Republican state 
central committee. Although taking an interest in public matters, he 
did not aspire to public positions during his more mature years. At the 
Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia in 1876 he delivered, on behalf 
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of the state, a classic address upon the history and growth of the state. 
He was a prominent advocate of the adoption of the prohibitory amend- 
ment to the state constitution in 1882. As a public speaker and orator 
he has had few equals in Iowa history. 


L. T. Genune was born at Rapid City, Rock Island County, Illinois, 
September 21, 1843, and died at his home in Glenwood, Iowa, November 
15, 1915. Interment was at Hastings, Iowa. He was reared on a farm 
and received only a limited education. On June 1, 1861, he enlisted 
as a private in Company H, Fifty-first [linois Infantry and later became 
a second lieutenant. He was bayonetted and captured at the battle of 
Franklin in the fall of 1864 and for several months thereafter he was 
immured in southern prisons, enduring great hardships until exchanged. 
For four years after the war he followed contract railroad work. He 
settled near Hastings, Iowa, in 1870 and located on a farm where he 
remained until 1876. He took up the study of law while farming and 
was admitted to the bar in 1875. He practiced at Hastings until 1900, 
when he removed to Glenwood. He was county attorney of Mills County 
during 1887 and 1888, and was again elected, serving in 1891.and 1892. 
He was the Democratic candidate for the General Assembly once, and 
in 1896 was the Democratic candidate for Congress in the Ninth Iowa 
District, but was defeated by A. L. Hager. At different times he was 
a delegate to national Democratic conventions. He was a man of 
marked individuality and great originality, had deep intuitive knowledge 
of human nature, rare gifts of language, a keen sense of humor, and 
exercised great power over audiences and juries. He attained a high 
standing at the bar. 


Carrain Leo Parrorr LeBron was born in Keokuk, July 12, 1874, and 
was drowned on the sinking of the Tuscania off the coast of Scotland, 
February 5, 1918. He bore the name and was a grandson, on his 
mother’s side, of the late General James C. Parrott, noted as a frontiers- 
man, as a gallant officer in the Civil War and as an honored citizen of 
Lee County for over sixty years. When a boy Captain LeBron attended 
public school in Keokuk, was one year at Kemper Hall, Davenport, and 
later studied civil engineering at Iowa State College, Ames. On leaving 
school he followed civil engineering, being two years assistant city engi- 
neer at Keokuk, was then with the Santa Fe railway when it was build- 
ing through New Mexico, was with the Chicago, Burlington and Quiney 
for a time, with headquarters at Red Oak, but in 1905 went to Guthrie, 
Oklahoma, as assistant engineer of the Fort Smith and Western Railroad. 
In 1915 he was transferred to Fort Smith. He enlisted in August, 1917, 
at Fort Smith and was commissioned captain in the Reserve Engineer 
Corps and sent to Fort Leavenworth for training, and later to Camp 
Grant, Rockford, Illinois. He was then ordered overseas and sailed in 
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January, 1918. After the sinking of the ship the body washed ashore 
on Islay Island, Scotland, and was interred by the friendly people of . 
the coast. In August, 1920, the body was disinterred and brought to 
Keokuk and laid away in the family lot in Oakland Cemetery, on Sep- 
tember 5, with military honors. 


Cuartes W. Miter was born in Buchanan County, Iowa, December 
11, 1861, and died at his home in Waverly, October 6, 1915. When a small 
child the family moved to Waverly, and thenceforth that was his home. 
He attended the public school to the grammar grade, but quit and com- 
menced work in a printing office when only a boy. In 1886 he bought 
an interest in the Waverly Democrat and became its editor, and con- 
tinued as such until 1911 when he sold the paper. He was postmaster at 
Waverly during Cleveland’s second administration. In 1906 he was 
elected representative and was regularly re-elected at each subsequent 
election up to and including 1914, thus serving in the Thirty-second and 
the four following general assemblies. In the Thirty-third he was the 
Democratic candidate for speaker, and thereafter was recognized as the 
Democratic leader of the house. He was a member of the Retrench- 
ment and Reform Committee and advocated changes in the state govern- 
ment in the way of economy. In 1904 he became a member of the 
Democratic State Committee and in 1906 was its chairman. He was a 
member of the National League for Medical Freedom, was active in its 
work, spending considerable time at Washington, D. C., in the interest 
of legislation the members of the league desired. He became president 
of this organization and acquired a national reputation in that field of 
activity. He was a talented newspaper writer and a forceful man in 
every position he occupied. 


Bricaprer-Generat WiritAm L. Arexanper was born at West Point, 
Lee County, Iowa, September 11, 1843, and died at Pasadena, Califor- 
nia, December 1, 1915. He was a student at Iowa Wesleyan College, 
Mount Pleasant, when the Civil War commenced and enlisted asa private 
in Company I, Thirtieth Iowa Infantry. In September, 1863, he was 
promoted to first lieutenant and soon thereafter to captain, was aid-de- 
camp to General Dennis, of Illinois, and later was on the staff of Major- 
General Woods, of Ohio. After the war he removed to Chariton, Iowa, and 
engaged in mercantile business. On September 1, 1878, Governor Gear 
appointed him adjutant-general of Iowa. He was reappointed by Goy- 
ernor Sherman and also by Governor Larrabee, serving until October, 
1889, when he resigned to accept an appointment proffered him by 
President Harrison as captain in the commissary department of the 
United States Army. In this department he was promoted to major 
on June 10, 1896, to lieutenant-colonel July 22, 1898, and to colonel in 
1899. On July 27, 1903, he was made assistant commissiary general 
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and on January 9, 1905, was promoted to brigadier-general and placed 
on the retired list. He was held in high esteem by the public and the 
governors under whom he served as adjutant-general. The United 
States War Department regarded him as a military man of excellent 
judgment and ability. He retained his legal residence at Chariton until 
a few years before his death, when he removed to Pasadena, California. 


Grorce W. Servers was born in Coshocton County, Ohio, in 1843, and 
died at his home in Oskaloosa, Iowa, December 30, 1916. When a small 
boy he came with his parents to a farm near Oskaloosa. There he at- 
tended public school and graduated from Oskaloosa College, being a 
member of the first graduating class of that institution. He then took 
a course in law at Ann Arbor. Michigan, and commenced practice in 
Oskaloosa. Soon thereafter he removed to Indianola and formed a 
partnership with his father-in-law, P. Gad Bryan, which continued until 
Colonel Bryan removed to Des Moines. He then became a partner with 
E. D. Sampson. He later removed to Des Moines, but in 1885 poor 
health caused him to go to Wyoming, where he remained three years. 
Returning to Iowa he again located in Oskaloosa and formed a part- 
nership with Judge W. H. Seevers. Soon thereafter he became general 
solicitor for the Iowa Central Railway Company and when that company 
consolidated with the Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad Company he 
became general counsel for the combined companies with headquarters 
at Minneapolis. After twenty-five years with these two companies he 
retired and lived on the old homestead near Oskaloosa, but was retained 
by the company as consulting counsel. He was a very successful lawyer, 
standing high in the profession. 


James H. Witson was born in Kings County, New York, in 1846, and 
died on November 21, 1916, at Washington, District of Columbia, being 
there temporarily attending a convention of railroad commissioners. In- 
terment was at Menlo, Iowa. In 1862 he enlisted in the One hundred and 
twenty-seventh New York Volunteers Infantry, and was later trans- 
ferred to the Fifty-fourth New York Volunteer Infantry, and served 
until 1865. In 1868 he came to Iowa and engaged in farming in the north 
part of Adair County, purchasing a farm there. He was an active mem- 
ber of the Patrons of Husbandry and of the Farmers’ Alliance, and was 
devoted to farming interests. He took an active interest in politics, his 
first public position being that of township trustee in Adair County. 
In 1894 he was a doorkeeper in the House of Representatives at Des 
Moines. The following term, in 1896, he was sergeant-at-arms of the 
House and also in the special session in 1897. When John Herriott 
was treasurer of state from 1895 to 1901, Mr. Wilson was with him 
much of the time as an assistant in the office. When W. B. Martin 
became secretary of state in 1901 Mr. Wilson was made document li- 
brarian, and practically built up that department, remaining in it 
throughout the administration of Mr. Martin and of W. C. Hayward, 
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which extended to January, 1913. During a portion of that time he 
also acted as private secretary to Lieutenant-Governor John Herriott 
during sessions of the legislature. He was also a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Iowa State College at Ames from 1903 to 1908. In 
November, 1914, he was elected railroad commissioner, and was holding 
that position at the time of his death. Mr. Wilson loved politics, had 
consummate skill as a politician, was perhaps personally acquainted 
with more Iowa political men than was any one else of his generation, 
and was a trusted political adviser of many successful public men of 
Towa. 


Lor Asranam was born in Butler County, Ohio, April 18, 1838, and 
died at his home a few miles south of Mount Pleasant, Iowa, July 23, 
1920. In 1841 he was brought by his parents to Center Township, 
Henry County, Iowa, where his father purchased the land on which 
Captain Abraham made his home the rest of his life. His schooling was 
obtained in the country schools of his neighborhood, but his education 
was added to through life by extensive reading, travel, observation and 
experience. At the outbreak of the Civil War he enlisted as a private 
in Company D, Fourth Iowa Cavalry. Within six months he was pro- 
moted to first lieutenant and at the end of the year was made captain. 
His military career was in every way creditable and he received his 
honorable discharge August 8, 1865. On returning home he engaged in 
farming and stock raising. In 1881 he was elected senator and served 
in the Nineteenth and Twentieth General Assemblies where he was 
active in legislation pertaining to prohibition and agriculture. At that 
early time he opposed members of the general assembly accepting rail- 
road passes. He was active in the Grand Army of the Republic, was 
commander of his home post, was frequently a delegate to state and 
national encampments, and in 1911 was elected commander of the De- 
partment of Iowa. He was a prominent and influential leader in the 
Republican party in his county and district. He succeeded as a farmer 
and business man, was an extensive traveler in the United: States, had 
visited many countries in Europe, also Egypt and the Holy Lands, was. 
an active member of his church, and a progressive Christian gentleman. 
He was endowed with fine natural musical and dramatic talent which he 
used to the benefit of the Grand Army and for benevolent purposes. He 
gave his Civil War relics to the Historical Department of Iowa. 


Cartes Trumpurt Grancer was born in Monroe County, New York, 
October 9, 1835, and died in Long Beach, California, October 26, 1915. 
Interment was at Waukon, Iowa. His boyhood was spent in Ohio and 
Illinois. He came to Iowa in 1854, For a few years he taught school 
in Allamakee and Mitchell counties. He served as county superin- 
tendent of schools of Mitchell County for a short time? While teaching 
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in the town of Mitchell in 1862 he organized Company K, Twenty- 
seventh Iowa Infantry, became its captain and served as such until the 
close of the war. He also frequently served as judge advocate while 
in the army. While teaching he had studied law and was admitted to 
the bar in 1860. At the close of the war he came to Waukon and en- 
gaged in law practice, forming a partnership with Judge Hatch. He 
served as district attorney of his district, composed of six counties, 
from 1869 to 1872. He was then elected circuit judge and served 
until the office was abolished in 1886. He was at once elected district 
judge and in 1888 a judge of the Supreme Court of Iowa. He served 
in that position until 1900. He was an enthusiastic Mason and became 
grand master of the Grand Lodge of Iowa in 1884 and was re-elected in 
1885. He was the author of the Code of Masonic Law of Iowa. He was 
a cultured man and an able jurist. 


Samurt Waxerierp Neat was born in Westmoreland County, Penn- 
sylvania, February 27, 1844, and died at Washington, Iowa, November 
16, 1916. He came with his parents to Crawfordsville, Washington 
County, in 1845. He attended common school, academy at Washington 
and Iowa Wesleyan College at Mount Pleasant. While still in college he 
enlisted in August, 1862, in Company I, Twenty-fifth Iowa Infantry, 
and served until the close of the war. Returning from the war he en- 
gaged in farming near Crawfordsville, and continued farming there 
until 1888 when he was elected clerk of the District Court of Washington 
County. He was re-elected two years later, holding the position four 
years. He then bought an interest in the Washington Gazette and con- 
tinued to aid in publishing it for thirteen years, or until 1995. He served 
as secretary of the Iowa Senate in 1909. In 1910 he was elected senator 
from the Henry-Washington district, and as such he served in the 
Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth General Assemblies. He was a Republi- 
can in politics. He served as superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal 
Sunday School at Washington for ten years and as a delegate from 
Iowa he attended the World’s Sunday Schoo] Convention at Rome, Italy, 
in May, 1907. At the close of the convention he visited the Holy Lands 
and several adjacent countries. 


Cuartes Monroe Junxin was born at Fairfield, Iowa, May 18, 1855, 
and died in his native town, December 22, 1915. He was the oldest child of 
William W. and Elizabeth Patrick Junkin. His education was obtained 
in the public schools of Fairfield, at Denmark Academy and Iowa Col- 
lege, Grinnell. He began his life work on the Fairfield Ledger in 1865, 
his first work being to set the type of the article telling of the assassina- 
tion of President Lincoln. After serving his apprenticeship under his 
father, he further fitted himself for newspaper work in various states 
and in the Government Printing Office at Washington, D. C. On May 
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26, 1878, he was admitted into partnership with his father, this partner- 
ship continuing until the death of the latter in 1993, after which time he 
was continuously in charge of the Ledger until his death. Mr. Junkin 
held high rank among the newspaper men of the state. A man of strong 
opinions and pronounced views, he gave to them unhesitating utterance. 
In his forty years of active political life he formed lasting friendships 
and his uprightness and dependableness were admired by all. He was 
president of the Fairfield Commercial Club and a member of the boards 
of directors of various manufacturing corporations. 


Masor Witt1am Dean was born at Tipton, Iowa, February 19, 1888, ~ 
and died of influenza, at Camp Dodge, October 30, 1918. He graduated 
from the Tipton High School and attended the State University of Iowa 
a short time when, on March 8, 1908, he entered the United States Mili- 
tary Academy at West Point, graduating therefrom in 1912. He was 
famous as a football player and an athlete and is said to have held the 
best all-round record as a military man of any one in his class. After 
graduation he was assigned as a second lieutenant to Fort Benjamin 
Harrison, Indianapolis, Indiana, and in 1916 was sent to Texas City at 
the time of the trouble on our southern border. From there he went 
to the Philippines where he was for three years, and where he was 
promoted first to captain and then to major. His efficiency in machine 
gun practice was ‘such that on returning to the United States he was 
made instructor in that branch of service at Camp Custer, Michigan, 
during July, 1918, then at Camp Hancock, Georgia, where he remained 
until his assignment to Camp Dodge, where he was divisional instructor. 
He was an ideal soldier and gave great promise of a notable career. 


Joserpu Warren Cueney was born in Illinois, November 28, 1845, and 
died at Keosauqua, Iowa, December 22, 1916. When but a child he re- 
moved with his parents to Keosauqua, attended the public schools and 
was apprenticed to a shoemaker until he was eighteen years old. In 
March, 1864, he enlisted in Company E, Fifteenth Iowa Infantry, and 
served in the Crocker Brigade until he was wounded in a preliminary 
engagement before the battle of Atlanta. He was then confined in the 
hospital until the close of the war. He returned to Keosauqua, attended 
- the Iowa Wesleyan University at Mount Pleasant for a year, taught 
school and entered the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
1869. He served in the pastoral relation at Farmington, Fort Madison, 
Troy Circuit, Birmingham Circuit, Bloomfield and West Liberty. In 1882, 
on account of defective hearing, he retired from the ministry to a farm 
in Harrison County, Missouri, where he lived for seventeen years, work- 
ing on the farm and acting as pastor wherever needed. In 1899 he 
returned to Keosauqua where he made his home, serving as supply 
pastor on request and acting as church treasurer for a number of years. 
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He was a great reader and student and contributed many valuable 
historical articles to the Annas or Iowa and other publications. 


Arexanver Marpis was born in Guernsey County, Ohio, October 10, 
1852, and died at his home in Corydon, Iowa, September 18, 1920. He 
was brought by his parents to Clarke County, Iowa, in 1857, and he 
grew to manhood there. He lived a short time at Princeton, Missouri, 
but removed to Corydon, in 1879, and made that his home continuously 
thereafter. He was extensively and successfully engaged in contract- 
ing and building. He was a member of the local school board at Cory- 
don for several years, was auditor of Wayne County for four years, 
1890-1893, and was elected state senator in 1900 and served in the 
Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth General Assemblies. He was a mem- 
ber of several important committees, among them being the Committee 
on Railroads, and he took an active part in framing railroad legislation. 
In 1908 he was elected presidential elector, on the Republican ticket. He 
was interested in banking and for the last eight years of his life was 
president of the Wayne County State Bank. 


Lawnirz M. Encer was born in Norway, November 3, 1856, and died 
at his home in Decorah, Iowa, August 2, 1920. He attended school in 
his native country, but at fifteen years of age emigrated to America, 
coming to Winneshiek County, Iowa. Here he worked on farms in sum- 
mer and attended country school in winter. Later he attended De- 
corah Institute for three years. This was followed by several years in 
various mercantile pursuits and by service in the post office as an assist- 
ant. For sixteen years he was with the Decorah Posten, first as mailing 
clerk and later as a business manager and as editor. He also built up 
an extensive insurance business. He was active in local affairs, being 
secretary of the county fair, secretary of the local school board and 
treasurer of the city hospital. In 1910 he was elected to the lower 
house of the Iowa legislature and was re-elected in 1912, serving in 
the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth General Assemblies. He was elected 
to the State Senate in 1914 and served in the Thirty-sixth and Thirty- 
seventh General Assemblies. In 1918 he was an unsuccessful candidate 
for the Republican nomination for Congress in the Fourth District, 
against Hon. G. N. Haugen. 


Mary C. Corzins was born at Upper Alton, Illinois, April 18, 1846, 
and died at Keokuk, Iowa, May 25, 1920. She came with her parents 
to Keokuk in 1848, was educated in public and private schools in that 
city, and taught a few years in the public schools there. In Ocotber, 
1875, under the auspices of the Congregational church she went, as a 
missionary to the Sioux Indians, to Dakota Territory, near where the 
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city of Pierre now stands. She worked in that mission until 1884 when 
she went to Little Eagle station on Grand River, near the present state 
line between the two Dakotas. Here for twenty-five years she labored 
among Sitting Bull’s people, much of the time living alone, traveling a 
great deal by team and helping many Indians to change from a wild 
life to that of civilization with homes, schools and churches. She was 
ordained a minister of the Congregational church in 1899. About 1910, 
because of failing strength, she was obliged to quit her work in the 
field. She then returned to Keokuk, but traveled much, speaking for the 
American Missionary Association of her church, urging support of its 
work among the Indians. She occupied the pulpit. of the Congregational 
Church at Keokuk several months in 1919 as a supply. 


James F. Davcuerty was born at Chillicothe, Ohio, September 16, 
1835, and died at Keokuk, Iowa, May 8, 1920. He came by wagon with 
his parents to Keokuk in 1842. He attended common school and at 
the age of fifteen years entered a retail store with his father. Two years 
later the father died and young Daugherty took over the business. When 
the Civil War came on he recruited a company, but as the Iowa regi- 
ments were full he moved the company to St. Louis where it was as- 
signed as Company H to the Tenth Missouri Infantry. He was com- 
missioned captain. He served actively in many campaigns and battles 
and was honorably discharged in July, 1862. Following his return to 
Keokuk he operated the steamboats Bridgeport and Imperior, for a time 
and then turned his attention to the wholesale liquor business, so con- 
tinuing until within a few years of his death. He served as a member 
of the city council a number of years and in 1899 was elected mayor. 
For nine years he was a member of the board of supervisors of Lee 
County. In 1899 he stood third on the ballot in the Democratic state 
convention for the nomination for governor of Towa, 


Homer H. Fiery was born at Atwater, Ohio, May 9, 1825, and died at 
the Old Soldiers’ Home near Los Angeles, California, April 17, 1920. 
He went to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in 1841 and learned the chairmak- 
ing trade. In 1845 he removed to Cincinnati, Ohio. He served in the 
Mexican War as a member of Company E, First Regiment Ohio Volun- 
teers. In 1850 he removed to Indianapolis, Indiana, and in 1856 to 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. He was deputy sheriff and deputy provost mar- 
shal from 1862 to 1865, sheriff of Pottawattamie County from 1865 to 
1868, a member of the city council of Council Bluffs for nine years be- 
tween 1863 and 1875, chief of police from 1881 to 1884, a member 
of the board of education three terms, the last time as its presi- 
dent, and was justice of the peace from 1893 to 1895 and from 1905 
to 1907. In 1907 he, with Hon. Joseph R. Reed, wrote a history of 
Pottawattamie County. As an expert violinist trained by Joseph Tasso, 


he was a professional musician for twenty-five years after coming to 
Council Bluffs, 
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